
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fire Heritage Network UK 2011 Annual General Meeting 

 

Held at Twinwood on 15th - 16th October. 
 

Scottish Fire Heritage Group members 

George Wylie, Dennis Scott, Phil 

Consadine and myself attended the Annual 

General Meeting of the Fire Heritage 

Network UK at Twinwood. To ensure we 

behaved, we were joined by our wife’s – 

Cathy, Jacqui, Sharron and another Jackie. 

 

The original venue for this year’s AGM at 

Lincolnshire had unfortunately, due to 

unforeseen circumstances, been cancelled 

and it then fell to the committee to hastily 

re-arrange an alternative venue. The decision was taken at the Rochdale committee 

meeting in May to approach Roy Goodey and ascertain if he and the others at 

Twinwood would be prepared to host the 2011 AGM. Roy agreed and a programme 

of speakers and events was put together. 

 

The committee had recommended accommodation at the Bedford Priory Marina 

Premier Inn and most of the delegates had opted to stay at this location. The now 

usual get together on the Friday night was well attended but some of us experienced 

less than satisfactory meals in the Beefeater restaurant that was attached to the 

Premier Inn.  

 

We arrived at Twinwood on the Saturday morning to find the place bathed in 

beautiful warm sunshine which was a most welcome change for us from north of the 

border who have experienced one of the worst summers on record! The reception we 

received from those ‘on duty’ at Twinwood was both friendly and welcoming with 

copious supplies of tea and coffee on offer. Our wives, realising that we could be 

trusted to behave correctly, went on a shopping expedition to St Albans and were 

joined by Kim Shirley.   

 

After an introduction by Alan House, our first speaker was Roy Goodey who gave us 

a talk firstly on the history of the Twinwood museums and festival and then a talk on 

the history of RAF Twinwood and its Glen Miller connections. 

 

 

 

 

 



Our next speaker was Neil Sylvester-King. Neil’s talk, 

entitled ‘The Summer of ‘44’ gave us an insight into the 

history and workings of the World War 2 Museum and 

the outreach facility they provide. Neil also spoke about 

the restoration and maintenance of the various buildings 

that make up the museum and the artefacts contained 

therein.  

 

 

Our esteemed website manager Pat Murfin was next up and in his capacity of a 

member of the Friends of the Fire Service National Museum, provided an illustrated 

talk on the Community Open Day held at Weedon on the 16th July. 

 

A buffet lunch was then provided and this went down well especially when followed 

by a refreshing glass of the amber nectar. During the lunch break we were given the 

opportunity to visit Roy’s ‘Under Fire’ museum and view for ourselves the amount of 

hard work Roy has put in to providing and maintaining a collection of World War 2 

fire appliances and equipment all of which contained within an aesthetically pleasing 

and authentic looking building. 

 

Janet Uttley from Visit England was our next speaker and she provided the assembled 

masses with a most comprehensive talk about the workings of and the facilities 

offered by Visit England.  

 

A talk long overdue at such gatherings was provided by 

the next speaker, Phil Morris. Aided by his wife Janice, 

Phil gave an illustrated lecture on the history of Fire 

Marks and the insurance companies they represented. 

 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Network followed 

and this ran true to form with all members being given 

the opportunity to provide updates on their own 

organisations and collections. Personally, I was very 

happy to be voted back on to the committee for another two years. Ever since the very 

first meeting at Rochdale I have thoroughly enjoyed being a part of what I think is a 

wonderful collection of like minded people with many friendships forged as a result 

of the passion we share for 

the history of the fire 

service. 

 

After the events of Friday 

night the SFHG contingent 

decided to eat out on the 

Saturday night at one of 

Bedford’s fine hostelries. 

Suitably fed and watered 

we returned to the Premier 

Inn for a nightcap and a 

good night’s sleep. 

  

 



We returned to Twinwood on Sunday morning where we had more time to view the 

exhibits and collections. The Control Tower with its authentic equipment and 

uniforms was extremely interesting and offered the visitor a glimpse into the dark 

days of the Second World War.  

The Glen Miller Museum was for me 

especially poignant with its collection of 

wartime photographs and related 

memorabilia. It also illustrated the lengths 

the UK and US governments went to in 

providing entertainment for the troops 

both at home and in the various theatres of 

war throughout the world.   

 

 

 

 

 

Our ex Royal Marine, Mick Kernan, 

was enthralled when he came across a 

Bren gun. Although many years had 

passed since he had handled such a 

weapon, its workings soon became 

familiar (my suggestion that you just 

pull the trigger was met with a Captain 

Mainwaring ‘you stupid boy’ look!) 

Neil Sylvester- King was on hand 

however to show how quickly the gun 

could be taken apart into its component 

parts (just as well as Mick had forgotten!). 

 

We also visited the Motor Transport section and the various other parts of the 

museum including the stores, hospital and weapons displays.  



On Saturday 22nd October BBC 2 showed a drama entitled 

First Light, about the career of a young Spitfire pilot. Many of 

the scenes had been filmed at Twinwood and it was interesting 

to see the various locations we had visited being used in the 

programme. Roy Goodey’s Heavy Pumping also featured 

along with many other vehicles that form part of the 

Twinwood collection. 

 

 



The next venue on our itinerary was the 

Shuttleworth Collection of Aircraft 

based at the aerodrome in Old Warden 

near the aptly named village of 

Biggleswade!  On route we were able to 

view the huge hangers at Cardington in 

which the Airship R101 was constructed 

in 1929. 

For the tour of the collection we were 

split into groups, with each group having 

their own guide. Ours, a very sprightly 

73 year old called Peter, was full of passion about the collection and his knowledge of 

the individual aircraft was excellent. Aware of the time limit we had, he certainly 

managed to provide a very comprehensive and complete tour of the collection. Peter 

was also interested to hear about the work of the Network. 

The Shuttleworth Collection is unique in that all the exhibits are all kept in flying 

condition and are immaculately displayed.   

 

 



The 2011 Annual General Meeting was again an overwhelming success especially as 

it was put together in a more hurried fashion than is usual. For me however this 

highlighted the amount of expertise we have in the membership of the Fire Heritage 

Network UK that enabled us at such short notice to organise an alternative venue for 

our Annual General Meeting. 

 

On behalf of the Scottish Fire Heritage Group members, may I thank Roy Goodey and 

his team for providing such an interesting and informative weekend. 

 

 

Bob Wright, 

Chairman, 

Scottish Fire Heritage Group. 

Executive Committee Member 

Fire Heritage Network UK. 

 


