
MAGAZINE.
JANUARY.

2014.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
FROM THE

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.



F. H. N. U. K.
CONTACTS.

ALAN HOUSE - CHAIRMAN.
alanr.house@ntlworld.com

BOB BONNER - General Enquiries.
museum@manchesterfire.gov.uk

MICHAEL KERNAN - Membership.
mkernan@fireservicecollege.ac.uk

PAT MURFIN - Webmaster.
patmurfin@msn.com

PHIL CONSADINE - Magazine Editor.
phil.consadine@yahoo.co.uk

 Web site. www.fire-heritage-network.org

The views expressed in this magazine are not
necessarily  those of the committee of the

Fire Heritage Network.
The copyright of all photographs and articles
published in this magazine remains with the

                       copyright owner.



FROM THE SPARE BEDROOM.
I would hope that we are all fully recovered from the recent festive season and the
jollity that went with it. Most are possibly turning their attention to projects that can
be carried out indoors but that is not always the best place to be. I for one will be
working indoors but not in a warm heated space, in fact it is on occasion warmer
outside than it is inside.
I must at this time make a correction to Bob Bonners e-mail resume of the Scamp-
ton AGM. In it he stated that I had purchased the Shand Mason Steamer that I am
working on. “I wish “. The fact is I am along with three others, carrying out the resto-
ration on a volunteer basis. I am sorry if I caused confusion during my ramble at the
AGM seminars.
Whilst on the subject of the AGM. Grateful thanks must be recorded for the amazing
efforts put in by the team at RAF. Scampton. A heartfelt welcome from the Station
Commander, interesting subjects brought forward to the seminars, an enjoyable
evening in the Junior Officers Mess, where the Scottish contingent received a dose of
their own medicine, which I must say was swallowed with good humour.
On Sunday we were treated to visits to the RAF. Fire Fighting Museum and the Dam
Busters Museum, both of which are first class and amazing collections. All of this was
accompanied by a bottomless tea pot and a never ending supply of biscuits.
Once again thanks to all concerned for twelve months of hard work and planning
which came to a fruitful conclusion. Merseyside the standards are set, go for it.

Inside this months magazine you can read about some good news in the preservation
and museum world. It makes a change to hear something positive, Bob Bonner re-
lates the news about the McClure Road premises.
Plus articles from, Mick Kernan and Janice Morris.
Feel free to contact me should you wish to comment about the magazine or if you
want to submit an article for inclusion.

The following is from Phil Morris of the Fire Mark Circle.
A neighbour is re modelling their garden & may have an Anderson shel-
ter to dispose of. It is free standing with rear sheeting. 4" of corrosion
around the base. Never been buried. Located Mid Northants.
Contact Phil to see if it is still available.
p.morris452@btinternet.com



COTSWOLD WOOL and WOOLGOTHIC

By way of a start, two questions for you. Try to answer the
questions before reading on.
 Firstly, do you know what a ‘Cotswold Lion’ is or was?  Sec-
ondly, with reference to architecture do you know what is
meant by the term ‘Woolgothic’?  The first question relates
directly to the Fire Service College at Moreton, in a previous
incarnation.  The second question bears relevance to the
first question (if you see what I mean)

A Cotswold Lion is a breed of sheep, the lion bit refers to a
very thick growth of wool around the neck, not unlike a
lions mane The breed was very popular in the Cotswold
area during the whole of the middle ages.  The breed be-
came unpopular and by the time of the industrial revolution
was virtually unheard of.  The reason for its demise was its
wool.  The wool of the Cotswold Lion is thick, coarse and
greasy.  Thick, coarse and greasy wool produced thick,
coarse and greasy pullovers, ideal in the middle ages but
hardly Carnaby Street now.   The Cotswold Lions wool sim-
ply became unfashionable.

Examples of the breed are now limited to rare breed collec-
tions.  No one could farm the Cotswold Lion on a commer-
cial basis these-days.  By now you must be thinking ‘what
on earth has this to do with us’.  Most of you will kno
w that the current FSC is built on a wartime RAF Station.
RAF Moreton in Marsh did not have a single station crest.
That was because there were a number of units, who each
had its own crest, working within the station.  About twenty
years ago past members of RAF Moreton in Marsh formed
themselves into the RAF Moreton in Marsh Association.
Permission was granted, via Garter King of Arms, for the
new association to have its own Coat of Arms. The centre-
piece of RAF Moreton in Marsh Association Coat of Arms is
a Cotswold Lion.



During the Middle Ages English wealth was founded on
wool, particularly Cotswold wool.  The Lord Chancellor who
acts as Speaker in the House of Lords sits on a Wool Sack
not a chair, this to remind the House of Lords the origins of
their wealth.  During the Middle Ages a number of families
became very rich indeed, heads of certain families became
known as Wool Barons.  These wool barons were the Bill
Gates of their time.  Woolgothic refers to a type of church
built in the Cotswolds by the wool barons.  The churches
were intended to be a way of purchasing ones entry into
heaven, ‘look God, I have build this beautiful church there-
fore forget my wheeling and dealing and let me come into
heaven’.  The best examples of Woolgothic are Cirencester,
Fairford, Chipping Campden and Northleach.  All of these
churches are beautiful examples of Gothic architecture
built with wool money.



GREATER MANCHESTER FIRE SERVICE MUSEUM

GOOD NEWS AT LAST !

After several years of uncertainty as to the fate of its premises – and
ultimately the complete museum operation - Bob Bonner is pleased to
announce that the future of the Rochdale site is now looking more
secure.

As readers may recall, the problems which have beset the 30-years-
old museum began about five years ago when the Brigade wanted to
remodel Rochdale’s 1933 fire station to make its tired facilities more
suitable for operational staff. Unfortunately, the refurbishment
scheme involved demolition of the 115ft hose tower, a local landmark
and undoubtedly the station’s main architectural feature. This caused
a storm within the local authority, who slapped an immediate conser-
vation notice on the whole neighbourhood, effectively halting the
scheme. The Brigade responded (eventually) by announcing it would
instead relocate the fire station to a new site. This spelled doom for
GMFS Museum, which has occupied the former workshop  block at
the rear since 1983, because the fire authority said there would be no
room for the museum at the new site, and that the existing premises
must be sold as a complete package.

At this point – and with no resources to speak of – the Museum Trust
decided that, if a way could be found to take over the redundant sta-
tion, it would make a fantastic location for an improved and enlarged
museum in a more appropriate building. A great dream, but how
could it be done ?

It was at this point that a fairy godmother appeared, in the guise of
Phil, the Director of international property developers Grey Wolf. He
declared his willingness to help the museum out by offering to buy the
fire station site, so that the museum could achieve its wishes. Unfortu-
nately, delays in the new build (it only started in early 2013), and yet
more delays with the tendering process, meant that the decision as to

the winning bid was only announced on 5th December – four weeks
before the station was vacated ! A close call indeed if things went the
wrong way.



The good news is that the Grey Wolf bid won and the Museum is now
planning how it will develop the site and find the vital additional funding
necessary to sustain the operation. For now, the purchase is secured,
Grey Wolf will refurbish the building and the museum can continue to
operate in its existing outbuilding for as long as necessary.

A museum design and development consultancy has now been en-
gaged to work through interpretation concepts and income-generation
possibilities, but the museum already has some clear ideas as to how it
wishes to use the site. The ground floor will be used for new galleries,
period tableaux and large appliance displays, plus a new education cen-
tre, whilst the upper floor will be re-opened as a large function and ca-
tering room as originally built in 1933. Other possibilities include
tower-top viewing platform, restoration workshops and cafeteria.

This will all take time and Bob and his team are under no illusions as to
what faces them. However, having passed this first hurdle of acquiring
the building for development, the GMFSM volunteers are understanda-
bly feeling “well chuffed” (as they would say in Rochdale).

ROCHDALE FIRE STATION.



During the Second World War, in both Birmingham and Coventry it was soon
realised that large quantities of water would be required during intensive air raids.
With both cities coming within Fire Force 24, they could benefit from joint policies.
One of these policy's recognised the value of the resource that was provided by
the local canals. In built up areas where road bridges crossed the canals, open-
ings were made in the bridge walls and doors were fitted, these doors were given
common padlocks and the key to these locks were carried on appliances. The
appliances or trailer pumps could then pull up at the doors and drop their suc-
tion hoses into the canal and draw water to a fire or provide a water relay.
Some of these openings still survive in Birmingham but in Coventry they have all
been bricked up.

Pictures supplied by
Bill Ruston.
Taken in
Birmingham,
December 2013.



While at the Guildhall library I came across a book by Sir John J. Baddeley
about Cripplegate Ward. The book has chapter about fires in the Ward and Sir
John wrote “Both the Inner and Outer Ward have suffered greatly from the
results of fires, possibly more so than any other ward of the City.”
The Chartered Insurance Institute at 20 Aldermanbury is within Cripplegate
Ward.  Remembering the fire alert some years ago at the CII during a Fire
Mark Circle AGM I was curious to find out more about the fire history of the
area.
In the thirteenth century there had been a great fire in Milk Street at the
southern end of Aldermanbury and on the third day of the Great Fire of 1666
much of the Inner Cripplegate Ward was destroyed. Then In 1761 fire de-
stroyed part of the Barbican.  Forty years later there was a fire in a “sugar
house” in Wood Street just to the west of Aldermanbury. Whitbread’s Brew-
ery in the Silk Street area caught fire in 1807 and the fire was extinguished
when a vat containing beer barrels burst.
Even after the Great Fire Aldermanbury and the surrounding streets “were
narrow and tortuous, badly paved, with no footpath, with the upper stories
of the houses so overhanging that they would nearly meet across the street.”
There were some open areas, but much of the area in the nineteenth century
consisted of warehouses filled with flammable contents such as wool, flax
and material, glue, varnishes and packaging. Oil lamps, or later gas, were
used for lighting and workers smoked. Little wonder that there were sixteen
serious fires in the nineteenth century in the square mile round Alderman-
bury.

A devastating fire occurred in Aldermanbury on the evening of August 18
1845, which reportedly illuminated the whole City. It broke out in the
premises of Messrs. Bradbury, Greatorex and Beale at 6, Aldermanbury, and
extended “with ungovernable fury” to the premises of Messrs. Coster and Co.,
warehousemen, Mr. Stone, wholesale tea-dealer, and other wholesale
houses. The premises extended to the west end of the Guildhall and the fire
threatened the Records of the Corporation, which had to be removed to a
safer place.



The western window of the Guildhall was badly damaged by the heat from
the fire. The contents of the warehouses were lost, amounting to upwards of
£100,000, of which only £85,000 was thought to be covered by insurance.

The London Fire Engine Establishment attended the blaze and at the special
inquest later in the year a vote of thanks was given by the jury to Mr
Braidwood and his men for stopping the progress of the fire. The cause of the
fire was recorded as accidental, possibly caused by paper used to ignite a gas
light falling through a grating into the storeroom below. Although no one had
been killed the inquest was held because of the concern about the increasing
number of fires in the Ward.

A fire between London Wall and Wood Street in 1882 damaged at least five
premises and resulted in insurance claims of nearly two million pounds, but
the greatest devastation caused by fire in the Ward in the nineteenth century
occurred in November 1897. It started in Hamsell Street, the area which is
now The Barbican Centre.  A report in the Brisbane Courier said “The scene of
the outbreak has long borne an unenviable distinction, being coloured bright
red on the insurance maps, which is indicative of the extremely hazardous
nature of the risk.”(This might have been a misinterpretation of the Goad
Plans, as these used red to indicate brick buildings.) The fire began in a
building belonging to an ostrich feather merchant. It spread over an area of
around 4 acres and nearly 100 warehouses and offices were destroyed.
Commander Wells of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade was in charge of
operations. There were 44 steam appliances plus manual pumps used to fight
the fire. Because some of the warehouses were six stories high a number of
fire escapes were needed. A number of firemen were injured by falling
brickwork and some had the clothes stripped off their backs. Two who were
on top of a building in Jewin Street were trapped and were preparing to jump
on to a tarpaulin when they were rescued by a fire escape. No one was killed,
but 4,000 people lost employment and a Mansion House Fund was opened to
help them.  The fire was attributed to an act of Arson.

Numerous fire insurance companies were involved and Consols and India 3
per cents fell as a result. The biggest claims were Northern £200,000 and
Palatine £100,000, Phoenix £45,000 and Sun £40,000. The estimated total
cost to insurers was around £500,000.



The paper reported that quite a lot of people were uninsured because of the
high premiums. One such person lost £10,000 and became insane. Another
had only completed his insurance that day and obtained his receipt for his
first premium after the fire started.

Janice Morris.

A Steam Fire Engine of the type that would have attended the
Cripplegate fire.

Dodge Damage
Control Unit.
One of the
 vehicles from
the Scottish Fire
Heritage Group
Collection.
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