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From the Spare Bedroom.

I have no answers to the following but I think that it bears thinking about,
Reading the February edition of “Old Glory”, I spotted a letter from a reader
about museums and larger collections. What it was saying was, in today's cli-
mate of financial restraint a number of collections are being reduced by the
sale of surplus or non-related items. Or being put into long term storage,
with no plans to re-exhibit the collection.

What this leads me to is something that I have thought about for a long time. I
also remember the FSPG in their magazine raising the same question, “What
happens to the items that have been lovingly preserved by people such as
ourselves, when we pass on”. When you think about it there is a lot of “stuff”
out there, small items through to large vehicles.

We used to think that our widows or family members would deal with it if a
will had not been made. Or if a will has been made is it still relevant, have
these items been bequeathed to an organisation that can no longer cope itself,
or maybe no longer exists. Sorry to be a killjoy but in death we have to face
life.

If you have a collection was some of it donated or given on long term loan? If
so is there a procedure in your organisation to deal with the return of items,
if things go belly up? Who do you pass them onto and is it legal?

I have no intention of putting the fear of God into anyone, I am just trying to
give you food for thought. There are enough problems with the day to day
running of collections without me putting a spanner into your works.
By the way these are my thoughts and not the views of the Fire Heritage Net-
work. As they say, “My job is done, I will now slink off into the background”.

Phil Consadine.
March 2014.



Merseyside Firemen Killed in the Great War

The assassination of the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary,
the Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife in Sarajevo in July
1914 whilst attracting the headlines in the newspapers must have
seemed a far off event which was not going to personally affect
the 106 men who made up the Liverpool Police Fire Brigade at
the 6 stations they manned across the City.
Yet because 10 of these men were reservists in the Army or Roy-

al Navy by 2nd August all would be recalled to the colours as the
UK became involved in the Great War, two of them were destined
not return home .
By December a further 14 men had decided to resign from the
Fire Police and join the Colours and 3 of these would also be
killed. So by December fully  25% of the Brigade was involved in
the War placing a great strain on those who remained trying to
maintain fire cover in a City of some 800,000 souls
This year marks the Centenary of the outbreak of the Great War
and it is appropriate we remember the ultimate sacrifice made by
the 5 men, these are their stories

PC 69‘H’ Bill Hoffman was one of thousands of Naval Reserv-
ists recalled for fleet manoeuvres in late July 1914.. The men
were not released back to their civilian jobs after the usual 2
weeks training but sailed with their ships to the Fleet’s War Sta-
tions.
Born in Liverpool in 1881 it is ironic that Bill’s father was himself a
German who had become a naturalised British subject. Bill joined
the RN at the age of 16 after working as an errand boy. He
served for 8 years all of his time being spent on ships in the Chan-
nel Fleet. In May 1905 he left the Navy and joined the Liverpool
Fire Police as PC 69’H’, he had married in the previous year and
the couple’s first child a daughter Caroline was born in 1906, two
more children would follow, Bill served at the Central Fire station
at Hatton Garden..
Following his recall in 1914 Bill joined the crew of the armoured
cruiser H.M.S EURYALUS and served aboard her for the next 9
months.



The morning of 25th April 1915 saw her lying off the Gallipoli Pe-
ninsula in Turkey . She was carrying troops of the Lancashire Fu-
siliers part of an Allied Expeditionary Force sent to capture the
entrance to the Bosporus. At  04.00 the Fusiliers were transferred
to the ships boats. Hoffman was one of 8 seamen manning one
of these which were towed in groups of steam pinnacles to within
50 yds of the shore.
At 05.30 They were then cast off and the sailors had to row the
rest of the way. As the landing commenced on W Beach extreme-

ly heavy fire opened up by the Turkish 3/26th Rgt which had until
then held their fire; his boat became entangled on barbed wire in
the shallows and grounded. Hoffman went over the side and
pushed the boat off, swimming after it and rescuing a wounded
soldier en-route.  Despite the bullets he then dived back into the
water to save a second soldier who had been shot through both
legs and was drowning. In all 18 men were wounded & 2 killed in
his boat that morning. Only 426 Fusiliers out of 800 men who
landed  were still fit for duty by the next day. Bill was later award-
ed the Distinguished Service medal for his bravery that day.

Sadly on 3rd July 1916 he was drowned in a boating accident
whilst his ship was off Ceylon [now Sri Lanka]. He is buried in the
British Military section of Kanatte Cemetery

PC174’H’ William Johnson was the son of a Liverpool Police
Sergeant and was born in 1885. After working for a painting firm
as an office boy he joined the Royal Navy aged 15¾. After train-
ing as a stoker he joined a patrol vessel or sloop HMS MERLIN
and served in her supporting the military campaign in Somaliland
in 1904.

He left the RN in 1908 and on 15th June joined the Liverpool Po-
lice Fire Brigade he remained a Navel Reservist. Recalled to duty
in 1914 he was posted to a battleship. Later he joined the sea-
plane carrier HMS CAMPANIA a converted Cunard liner. She
underwent a refit and alteration works in Birkenhead for some
months in 1915 / 1916 allowing him to stay with his family in Liver-
pool.



 In February 1916 however he was drafted to the RN Barracks at

Chatham and on 29th April received orders to proceed to Harwich.
The following day he joined the new destroyer HMS TURBULENT,
which immediately sailed for what would prove to be the largest
naval battle of the war the Battle of Jutland.

After the main battle at 00.25hours on Thursday 1st June, 4 Ger-
man battleships were returning to their base after the battle, includ-
ing the ‘WESTFALEN’, when they crossed at high speed the rear
of a mixed flotilla of 12 RN destroyers. The battleships switched on
their searchlights and opened a heavy fire, one them collided with
the TURBULENT cutting her in half . All of her ships company
were killed outright or drowned, including Petty Officer Johnson
aged just 30½.
William Johnson’s body was later washed ashore on Jutland, and
was buried in the cemetery in Fredrikshavn Kirke at Stavern, Den-
mark. There is a memorial beside the graves; the inscription
reads 'North Sea battle - 31/5/1916 - 4 brave British sailors rest
peacefully here'. His was the only body to be recovered from the
TURBULENT’s crew of 102 men.

PC 351’H’ James Beresford was born in Walton in 1888 and
joined the Army as a professional soldier at the age of 17 becom-
ing a Private in the Manchester Rgt.. Army life does not seem to
have agreed with him however as he left after only 2 years and
joined the City Police on the beat as PC 168’F’. After 5 years he
transferred to the Fire Police who together with the Mounted Po-
lice formed H Division and was posted to Heald St fire station
Garston as one of the crew of the First Turn appliance.
Following the outbreak of WW1 he  resigned from the Police and

rejoined the Army being posted to 2nd Battalion the Manchester
Rgt. Such were the huge casualties the regular army was suffer-
ing despite having been out of the Army for 7 years he was sent
over to France after just 10 days training.



His unit were engaged in fierce fighting for most of  the next 2
months trying to stem the invasion of France by over 1m German
Troops , the British Expeditionary Force numbering barely
100,000. By October 26 the battalion had almost reached its lim-
its; the men were exhausted from the battle at La Cateau, the
retreat and the battles of the Marne and now the Aisne. They had
been holding a long line close to the Franco-Belgian border with
the exhausted troops attacked day and night. They were now or-
dered to retire to support trenches near Festubert to rest, the very
next day Beresford is recorded as being killed in action aged 26;
he has no known grave

Charles Frederick Gavin was the son of a horse keeper; he was
born in Liverpool in 1887, leaving school at the age of 13 he went
to work for a pawnbrokers.
In November 1909 aged nearly 22 he joined the Fire Police as
PC 173’H’. He married Alice Harrison the following year and the
couple had 2 children.
Although he had no Army background just 1 month after war
broke out he was released from the Police to join the Army Re-
serve. Liverpool Police in common with several other constabular-
ies had an arrangement with the Brigade of Guards. To join the
Guards you usually had to be at least 6’ tall and have a family link
or be recommended by someone serving in one of the 4 regi-
ments. As Police Officers of good standing however special ar-
rangements had been made for them to be accepted.

Fred Gavin trained for 3 ½ months and was then posted to join 1st

Battalion Scots Guards in France on 27th December.

On  25th January 1915  his battalion were holding position at
Cuinchy, north of Bethuné in Northern France- At 07.30am the Ger-
mans commenced an artillery barrage and then exploded a huge
mine under the Guards trenches before assaulting them. His Battal-
ion lost 31 killed, 242 missing and 123 wounded with only 45 being
left alive for 2 companies. Gavin was reported missing, he has no
grave He survived just 30 days in France, Not until 28th March 1916
did his wife receive a letter confirming he was officially recorded as
assumed to have died on or since 25 Jan 1915. She was left a wid-
ow with the 2 young children



Both Beresford and Gavin’s names were later inscribed on the
Memorial at Le Touret on which are listed 13,375 British soldiers
killed between August 1914 and December 1915 in N France and
who have no known grave.

In 1902 with the introduction of the first petrol engine  as there
were no Fire Police who could drive Thomas Cheadle was taken
on as the first of a number of taxi drivers and chauffeurs to drive
for the Brigade. Their status w as not as a PC but a civilian and
were known as Corporation Drivers, wearing  a  uniform compris-
ing a double breasted patrol jacket, peaked cap, collar & tie and
shoes, the job was not pensionable.
Thomas John Cheadle had been born in Poulton, Cheshire in
November 1881. He was at first as a plumber before becoming a
motor engine repairer. He was also a skilled driver and joined the
Fire Police to drive Liverpool’s Daimler motor tender ,  only the
second motor to be delivered to a UK Fire Brigade.
He married the following month and the couple had 5 children.
He was based at Hatton Garden for the next 12 years usually driv-
ing the first turn appliance.

On 23rd November 1914 he volunteered to join the army for the
duration, signing on at Liverpool into the Army Service Corps as
a driver. He was based in England until July 1915 before being
posted to France sailing on a troopship from Bristol in July. He

landed at Boulogne, and was attached to the 377th Mechanical
Transport Coy (MTC)

In 1916 he was posted to the 335th MTC attached to 26 Heavy
Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery [this was a siege battery with 6 x
5 inch guns, each hauled by a Holt’s steam tractor which he
drove

Sunday 13th August  was a very hot day and Cheadle was stand-
ing near to the entrance of a dug out when a German shell ex-
ploded overhead and he was killed by shrapnel. He was buried in
the Dive Copse Military Cemetery at Sailly Le Sec near the River
Somme
These were but 5 out of nearly 745,000 who were killed serving



These were but 5 out of nearly 745,000 who were killed serving
with the British Armed Forces in the Great War but each brought
its own tragedy for the men and their loved ones. Merseyside Fire
and Rescue Service pays homage to their sacrifice and is proud
to remember them particularly in 2014 as we and the Nation com-
memorate the outbreak of the Great War.



Photographs.
Above.  Grave of W.E. Johnson.
Opposite left. 1908, Electric Escape No1 . Driver, Billy Hoffman.
Opposite right.  Fm. Gavin, 173h. Hatton Garden 1914.
Opposite Lower.  Fm. Johnson First right front. Beresford, 3rd left, rear.
See cover photo also.



Finbar Nolan has recently had his book published, copies of which were on sale at our meeting
at Scampton. The book details the histories of fire brigades, fires, and firemen of Plymouth,
Devonport, and East Stonehouse fire brigades from 1673-1973. This very interesting book has
264 pages and numerous colour and monochrome photographs many of which are published
for the first time. The book is titled 'Risen from the Ashes' ISBN No 978-1-906600-91-4 and is
published by Jeremy Mills Publishing; it can be bought online at www.firebookshop.co.uk priced
at £19.99 or if you would like a signed copy then please contact me; the book price would in-
clude P/P of £6.00. Finbar@dsl.pipex.com



Last year Garry Wragg submitted a story about the repair and restora-
tion of the main pump on the 1938 Dennis Braidwood appliance. Due to
circumstances beyond anyone's control, this story  was not completed,
so here is part two.
__________________________________________________________

“Water On”
( or not, as was the case with the pump! )

PART TWO.

In 1938 Dennis Bros, of Guildford, produced a “Big Four” fire engine, chas-
sis No 7939, fitted with a Braidwood body and a standard bow trussed lad-
der for Vickers Armstrong, the aircraft manufacturers, on the shared site of
the Brooklands race track. During the wartime blitz it was commandeered
to assist in fire fighting at Portsmouth Docks and as far as is known this is
the only time it left its post.
The engine served the company as their aerodrome appliance until 1971 when it
was withdrawn from service and sold into preservation.

A start could now be made on the reassembly of the pump except that as each
piece would be added to the unit it would have become so heavy it would prove
impossible to be lifted or manoeuvred by hand. So a steel frame, made from box
section and angle, fitted on a set of casters, was manufactured in advance of the
work starting. In the image below you can see the red turbine casing already bolt-
ed onto the frame.
This not only made for safe assembly but also enabled me to get all round the
pump and of course to very easily move it in the workshop.

The first job was to assemble everything at the clutch end of the shaft which meant
locating the ‘twin bearing’ bronze housing onto the shaft encapsulating the clutch
unit inside its casing, with of course the worm gear.

 The next task was to fit the third roller bearing into this bell casting. Thankfully
everything went round as it should creating quite a heavy unit to move about with
a long unwieldy shaft protruding from it.

To make it even more difficult the whole shaft and clutch assembly had to be lifted
and fitted into the impellor end cover, not forgetting to place the gland bush on the
shaft first. To assist in this operation the use of a newly purchased engine hoist
saved a lot of bad back problems.



Once this was done the shaft and the impellors could be fitted into the turbine cas-
ing. Each impellor being located on each side of the main casing and the shaft
passed through the middle. A long key could then be inserted through both impel-
lors to fix it to the shaft. The covers could then be located on the studs, making
sure the peripheral seals were not damaged as they were drawn onto the casing’s
mating face.

A trial fit to make sure everything went together and went round was carried out
and also remembering to place the bronze spindle gland on the shaft before final
assembly

Once the turbine end of the job was complete, a start on the primer pump assem-
bly could begin.
The first little project was to fit the new crankshaft bearings and then locate the
crankshaft with the worm wheel in place. It was important to check both the fit of
the shaft in the bearings and that the shaft was central. It was very easy to lock the
whole thing solid, when tightening the cranks in place, if the shaft was not exactly
central.
Once a trail fitting had proved everything ran OK the nuts could be tightened and
the split pins put in place

The next fiddle was getting the crank cases positioned and fitted. All of the brass
nuts that hold the crank cases on, not only had to be tightened, in a very difficult
space, but also had to line up with connected pairs of tab washers. The tabs then
had to be bent up to stop the nuts coming loose during pumping operations.

This is now starting to get exciting, how sad I am!! The cylinders will be the next
bit to be fitted. The pistons do not have rings but are a very neat fit in the cylinders.
Once in position they can be permanently secured.
Each cylinder has a sprung loaded non return valve at the top and the clever little
people at Dennis Bros cast two little tabs, in the air space at the top, into which
with a press and a twist of the sprung loaded locating casting, it would hold the
valve exactly in place. Each valve has two stems which slide in and out of the lo-
cating casting.
Incidentally all of the castings for the pump are made by Dennis Bros and each
piece has a small cast triangle with DB in the middle.

The final bit of assembly work was the mechanism that operates the clutch to en-
gage the pump. This entailed refitting the selector forging and return spring using
the new brass spindle. Once this was in place the selector fork and operating lever
with cover plate could be secured in place.
Apart from all the small works the pump was ready for installation.



There was now a lull in proceedings because small jobs like overhauling valves,
water filters and replacing brass and steel studs which were in need of renewal.
However, during this period the task of re chroming all the various domed nuts,
valves, caps, delivery, suction, lubrication, feeder, transfer and overflow pipes had
been outsourced.
I could have procured a small second hand car for the price of this work but I can-
not deny that it certainly tops off what would have been half a job without doing it.

After an awful lot of work over a considerable amount of time and money the
pump was ready for installation and the rather heavy, almost all bronze, pump was
lifted in position using my newly acquired engine hoist.

I cannot help admiring the workmanship of the Dennis pump that would
deliver more than 750 gallons of water per minute, matching many mod-
ern appliances.
Not knowing anyone who has restored one of these pumps in preserva-
tion and realising how much work was involved I would venture to sug-
gest that the cost of getting it restored commercially would be
prohibitive.
However, it was very satisfying to see the job through and I would be
pleased to pass on what experience I have gained to anyone attempting
the same.

-----------888888888-----------
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