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FROM THE SPARE BEDROOM.
Magazine time again and we have a packed edition this quarter, so
much so that I have had to hold a couple of items over. Sorry to those
who have made the effort to contribute your efforts are appreciated.
Please note that if your group or organisation has not paid their subscription to date, this will be your last magazine. One of the objects of
the Network when it was formed is to campaign with and on behalf of
member organisation. The Museum of Fire in Edinburgh is currently in
danger of closure, so the Network think that it is the right thing to do
to support them at this critical time. Read the report herein and put
your weight behind the “save Lauriston”, campaign.
Another of our objects is to help each other in a practical way, the
chance to do that comes a little later in the year at RAF Scampton,
again, read the detail inside.
In the last edition I asked if anyone could identify a trophy belonging to
the Light Car Section of the Vintage Car Club, this one has beaten our
membership as no answers were forthcoming. Worth a try!
Phil Consadine. Spring 2016.
Hello Phil
A small piece for the news letter.
In Whittlesey Museum near Peterborough is the branch shown on the enclosed photo.
It is about 5" long with vanes inside which are adjustable to alter the spray pattern.
The plate on the outside is marked "The Fire Appliance Manufacturing Company 9
Moorfields London Works Northampton" We live near to Northampton but this is one
name we have not heard of. Can anyone supply any information about this company?
Regards
Phil & Janice Morris

TEA-TIME MYSTERY
This interesting old print was recently donated to Greater Manchester Fire
Service Museum, the donor admitting he knew nothing about its origins.
At first glance, it seems to be yet another Victorian or Edwardian image of
a “brave fireman rescuing children from a burning house,” in the style of
the more familiar “Saved” painting, though not one we had ever seen before. The man wears the uniform of an Edwardian London firefighter, with
“LCC FB” on his brass helmet, and the traditional service number in a circle on his tunic. A common enough representation of the period, possibly
an early “stock” image.
The print and the wooden frame were in reasonable conditions, but the
cardboard mount in front of the picture was dirty and in a poor state, so it
was decided to renew this and the backing piece.
On separating the components, we were surprised to see text across the
bottom of the picture, which had been hidden behind the mask. Although
badly stained with animal glue, where the picture had been stuck to it, it
was possible to read most of the inscription. This turned out to be the
name of a local tea blending company, Burrows Bros., together with a list
of their branches, all in the Oldham and Ashton-under-Lyne areas of
Greater Manchester. Attempts to research the company did not get very
far other than learning that their outlets were usually within local market
halls and that they are no longer in business. It is thought that the print is
around 100 years old.
Tea and coffee companies were well known for their stylish advertising
images of this sort, whilst heroic characters such as firemen, soldiers, fishermen and the like often turned up in all kinds of adverts. (See metal polish
advert with this article). What is unusual about this Burrows image is that
there is nothing to connect it with the product : one would have expected to
see the firefighter enjoying a welcome “brew” after his daring rescue or
something. It is simply a dramatic scene with the name of the tea blenders
underneath. One theory is that it was one of a series of “character” depictions used by the company for publicity purposes.
Frustratingly, there is just a trace of a caption in small print under the picture, which appears to say “Rescued From..............” but we cannot make
out any more, and the area is liberally covered with glue which will not
come off without further damage.
It would be interesting to know if this artwork has ever turned up anywhere
else, what its full title was and who originally painted it.
Bob Bonner

'The Anglo - Bavarian Brewery'
By Nigel Crompton.
Shepton Mallet in 1871 was a small town in rural Somerset. It had origin
ally built its wealth on the wool & silk trades with up to 30 working mills
and for centuries was known for sheep droving and sales. Indeed the town's
name comes from the Saxon for sheep fold. Roman artefacts continue to
be discovered in and around this area of the West Country with some of
the most important including remains of a Roman kiln discovered during
works on the site of the brewery. In later years cheese making and brewing
has superseded wool and silk. Apart from the Anglo Brewery, another
brewery at Charlton was constructed in the buildings belonging to an old
woollen mill. It started in 1844 and only ceased in 1982 when owned by
Showerings who were famous for Babycham. The Fosse Way ran through
the factory. Showerings are now part of the Gaymers Group who still
produce ciders and perry based drinks from Kilver Street in Shepton
Mallet.
The town never had a large population ranging from 5,149 in 1871 up to
just over 12,600 in 2013. Tourism wise, the Parish Church and Market
areas appear to be on most peoples itineraries, with a number stopping by
the Market Cross and Shambles for photographs. However its proximity to
the Cathedral City of Wells, Glastonbury, Cheddar Gorge and even Bath
has assisted its inns and hostelries keep profitable.
Scotland plans are afoot to re-introduce a line running close by. However
for many years there were two railway stations. In 1858 Shepton Mallet
High Street station opened as part of the service on the East Somerset
Railway but by 1874 the line had been purchased by the Great Western
Railway who altered the track from broad gauge to standard. The station
closed and services ceased during the aftermath of the Beeching cuts in
1963. Only lasting a few years longer were the services using Shepton
Mallet Charlton Road station. Passenger services closed in 1966. Charlton
Road was on the Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway which in later life
became part of Southern Railways. It opened in 1874 just about the time
GWR were purchasing the other line operating through the town.
The railways were an integral part of the brewing industry. Not only did
they bring in the raw materials but allowed for speedy despatch of the
final product although in the case of Anglo Bavarian this meant going
through another process as will be seen later.

Construction commenced in the early 1860s on the site just off Commercial
Street on brewery buildings that were described as 'palatial' complete with
Doulton stone cornices, pilasters and dressings. The original owners,
Morrice, Cox and Clarke from London sold their Shepton Mallet Pale Ale
Brewery to Hill, Garton & Company from Southampton in 1870. Two
years later in 1872 the name changed to Anglo Bavarian Brewery and due
to the success of its products building work on enlarging the Brewery
began. The site covered 15 acres and although the 1860s factory covered
little more than 5 acres, over the decades structures covered almost all of
the available space.
Its most successful product was what we would now know as lager. This
was the first production facility in Great Britain for a lager beer. Alfred
Barnard describes the drink as 'very light in character, pleasant on the
palate and very free from acidity'. When he visited, the Brewery was
mploying over 200 people, had numerous agents not only through out
Britain but the Empire and was one of the first light beers to be bottled.
This occurred away from the factory in London. This was undertaken by a
subsidiary company who grew to specialise in bottling techniques.
Railways were used extensively to transport the lager and other products
quickly to points of sale. Additionally the Company purchased a number
of inns and hotels to sell their drinks. Advertising materials which can still
be found at auctions and in museums are in vivid colours with bold letter
ing and always included details of any awards their products had won.
This was a successful and forward thinking company. However events in
Sarajevo in 1914 and the declaration of war on Germany and its Allies
caused major commercial repercussions. Anti German sentiment ran high,
riots, looting became the norm for a period of time. Shops cleared their
shelves of any product made in Germany or with Germanic titles. Anglo
Bavarian beer sales plummeted. In an effort to stave off impending ruin
the word 'Bavarian' was dropped and the company became Anglo Brewery.
Designs on adverts and bottles were immediately altered to try and not only
placate the stockists but give confidence to the public. Unfortunately the
plan did not succeed and sales never returned to pre war levels and in early
1919 financial pressures led to yet more staff being laid off; the glory days
were not returning nor were the soldiers who had been fighting in the
war going to work again.

1920 saw the company starting to close down the factory and by 1921 the
main machinery were auctioned off whilst it was not until 1924 that the
buildings, land and pastures were offered for sale. However one look at
papers from the period around 1927 still shows assets such as 'casks
suitable for cider production' being available from Anglo Brewery in
Commercial Road.
Not auctioned however were the items belonging to the Anglo Bavarian
Brewery Fire Brigade. These as will be seen later were sold privately to
Shepton Mallet Council by the Brewery to re-start a town fire brigade. For
decades the brewery had covered fires in and around the area. At the time
of the purchase of the engines and equipment it was noted by eminent
members of the Council in Shepton Mallet that the town had never had to
pay a penny for the services of the brigade throughout all the time it had
provided fire cover. However it would be wrong to think that the town did
not possess any equipment or a brigade of sorts. They did but the Brewery
organisation was bigger, better equipped, better trained and were happy to
assist when called.
This was true to such a degree that the Wells Journal, May 15 1890 ran an
article which stated 'the Shepton Mallet Surveyor reported he had taken
over the fire engine and appliances but considering the extraordinary
perfection
of the new steam fire engine and appliances belonging to the Anglo Bavarian Brewery Fire Brigade, he was afraid that it would be next to impossible for any town brigade to complete with the Anglo Bavarian
Brewery Fire Brigade.

He suggested that the town brigade should be made a supplementary one
and that Mr Garton be asked to be Captain. Mr Garton is the Captain of
the Brewery Brigade'. The suggestion was accepted by the local board
who numbered amongst its members, Mr Garton. The Shepton Mallet
Volunteer Fire Brigade must of been on good terms as a different paper,
The Western Gazette, reported their annual dinner being attended by
members of the Brewery and Wells Brigades in October 1888. Interestingly
the Captains of the different Brigades would have known each other for
various reasons and not just business. Captain Manning of the Volunteer
Brigade in Shepton Mallet would have had dealings with J W Garton, the
Brewery's Chief Officer on numerous occasions as they both served on
the Committee of the Evercreech and Mid Somerset Agricultural Society.
They organised one of the biggest agricultural fairs in the West of England.

It was in September 1885 when we see the first reference to fire brigades
and the brewery. The Frome Times in their edition of Wednesday 23
September 1885 reported that 'the Wells Amateur Fire Brigade under
Captain Halliday and Lieutenant Tate' joining with their colleagues in
Shepton Mallet 'with Captain Manning and Lieut. Foxwell' undertook
drills in the yard of the Anglo Bavarian Brewery by kind permission of
Mr Garton. The next we hear is that the fire hooter at the brewery
sounded an alarm of fire. The members of the brigade attended what
turned out to be a chimney fire in the school mistresses quarters at
Bowlish Schools. This information appeared in the Western Gazette

The intrepid journalists of the Western Gazette obviously saw a story
because in their edition for 4 Feb 1887 they ran under the headline
'Fire Brigade' the following 'The Anglo Bavarian Brewery Company have
just organised a fire brigade at their brewery. The engine, which has all
the latest improvements, is of 26 man power and was supplied by Messrs.
Shand, Mason, & Co. It is capable of pumping 120 gallons of water per
minute and when working to its full power, will throw the same to the
height of 130ft. There is 600ft of hose, scaling ladders, &c and the
members of the brigade have had a complete fit out of uniform. It is
their intention to go to the different localities in the neighbourhood,
within a certain radius, to test the various water supplies. On Saturday
a visit was paid to the farm houses and other buildings at Winsor's Hill,
the brigade causing no little excitement as they made their first appear
ance through the town. The brigade consists of Capt J W Garton,
Lieut. F Brown, Foreman A Hoddinott, Engineer R H Allen, Sub Engineer
F Fussell and eight firemen'.
True to their word, two weeks later the local papers reported 'The
Anglo Bavarian Brewery Fire Brigade under the command of Captain
Garton had a drill on Saturday afternoon. By the invitation of Messrs.
Berryman, Burrnell & Co they went to Charlton Brewery and were put
through various exercises. There being a plentiful supply of water the
engine was fairly tested. The Brigade also visited Charlton House'.
In July of 1887 the Brigade ran its first competitions at Summerleaze
Park. Prizes ranging from 10s to 2s 6d were offered by the company and
the event was deemed a great success. Crowds of local townsfolk had
gathered to watch the drills.
Mid day on Friday 12 April 1889 saw news of a serious fire reach the
brewery. Although 3 miles from Shepton Mallet, the quite village of
Pilton was a scene of frenzied activity as a cottage fire was threatening
to spread. The Anglo Bavarian Brigade attended with their new steamer
and whilst unable to save the original property did prevent any spread.
The crew assisted salvaging furniture and generally helping the villagers.
Whilst undertaking these operations, Captain Garton had a narrow escape
when part of the roof gave way and a beam hit his helmet making a
sizable dent!
Also in 1889, a number of Councillors and business leaders from Bath
set out to visit the Brewery to witness a volunteer fire brigade at first
hand. It was Bath's intention to start their own volunteer brigade.

On arrival at Shepton Mallet railway station (the report does not say
which one!) the travellers had a coach ride to the George Hotel and were
entertained prior to visiting the Bavarian Brewery and its brigade. On a
cold December day it is suspected the hospitality was most welcome.
James Garton welcomed the 15 men from Bath to Shepton Mallet. He
then travelled with the group to the brewery and explained the workings
of the steam fire engine and brigade, plus they were offered samples of the
product. At a given signal the alarm was sounded and the brigade mustered.
The interested visitors were transported to Charlton Brewery where an
exercise had been arranged; their coaches having been passed on the way
by the fire engine at full gallop. It is obvious that the owners of the
different breweries in and around the area enjoyed cordial relations with
each other. After the exercise the group returned to Bath and in time, mid
1891, whilst not called a volunteer brigade, Bath did indeed have its own
fire brigade. Unfortunately one of their first fires involved a fatality but
the public praise following the incident showed how quickly the people of
Bath respected their 'City of Bath Fire Brigade'.
Around this time articles written by Alfred Barnard on the 'Notable
Breweries of Great Britain' were being published. In his jottings on the
Anglo Bavarian Brewery, Barnard reports on a single storey brick built
fire station 'about 30 feet square and lighted from the roof'. He continues
with details of a 'full sized Shand & Mason's steam engine, fully equipped
and fitted; space is also left for another one, which is now in course of
construction by an eminent maker'. The firemen were each provided
'boots, tunic and helmet, which articles are all hung under the names of
their owners'. The fire station also housed extra hose, ladders and life lines.
As with the visitors from Bath, Barnard witnessed a practice turnout.
However, his notes must have been complied prior to December 1889 as
on the 3 Jan 1890 the Western Gazette, under the heading 'Opening a drill
room', ran 'A drill room for the use of the members of the Anglo Bavarian
Brewery Fire Brigade has just been fitted up by the firm near their engine
house, and was opened on Saturday evening. The whole of the members,
together with a few friends sat down to a capital spread, provided by the
firm. Amongst the company were J W Garton (resident partner of the firm)
and Mrs Garton, the Rev. A Beechey and Mrs Beechey, Mr C Meyers and
Mrs Meyers. Neatly decorated, draughts and other games provided and
the room will at all times be open to the members of the brigade'.

Apart from attending and being extremely successful at competitions
(winning several aggregate trophies on occasions) throughout the West
of England, Lieutenant Meyers and 5 members of the brigade attended a
meeting of the South Western District of the National Fire Brigades
Union in Bath during 1895. The firm used the brigade as an early form
of public relations addition. They attended 'A Grand Fancy Fair & Rural
Fete' at Butleigh Court Gardens where apart from showing off the steamer
over the two days of the event, the firm also had a beer stand.
In November 1896 the Bavarian Brigade were called to a house fire in
Lower Lane, Shepton Mallet. At about 8 in the morning the house was
discovered to be on fire and several members of the brigade went on in
front of the engine. Captain Garton on going upstairs discovered the
owner, John Hillard, unconscious.
On removing Mr Hillard to a safe place, he was joined by Lieutenant
Meyers in performing artificial resuscitation. Whilst the other members
of the brigade succeeded in extinguishing the blaze, the two officers
were joined by local doctors and a surgeon who continued to try and
save Mr Hillard. Finally the doctors decided it was safe to move the
gent to the local hospital and following a period of treatment it was
pleasing to report Mr Hillard survived the ordeal.
The brigade continued to attend outbreaks both large and small. Two lady
cyclists reported a large area of grass, hedgerows and unfortunately
several hay hicks alight between Wells and Shepton and near to a 3
arched GWR bridge. The blaze in 1899 resulted in over 1,000 feet of
hose being used to connect to a water supply. After a long battle involved
other brigades the area of damage, at least according to the Wells Journal,
amounted to between 40 and 50 acres.
The turn of the century saw the fire hooter sounding but this time the fire
was at the Brewery. In early January 1900, the brigade responded to a
fire in a portion of the western tower area. Damage was fortunately light
but the cause was given as a rope sling not secured catching leading to
other spread including boxes.

. Shepton Mallet prison was until its closure in 2013, the UK's oldest still
serving prison. Originally built in 1610 as a House of Correction, the prison
grew in size and was used by HM Government to store historic artefacts
during the early part of WW2. It never held many more than 250 civilian
convicts at any one time but during the later part of WW2, the
American Military took over the prison and it then regularly held in excess
of 750 inmates and hundreds of guards. It was cramped but also saw a
number of Military executions but all for offences that would carry a
mandatory death sentence at that time in a civil court.
The night watchman on duty during the evening of Saturday 2 July 1904 at
about 10.20pm raised the alarm when he discovered the roof of C Wing
alight.
The area of roof involved stretched from the main entrance to near the
chapel. Given the weather conditions, a strong wind, and the method of
building construction the fire spread with ease. On hearing the message the
Governor ordered the main prison alarm to sound and arranged for
assistance from the Brewery Fire Brigade. With the fire hooter sounding
and the prison alarms, the surrounding population were soon roused from
their slumbers and seeing the glow in the sky, heading towards the blaze.
Within the prison the inmates, numbering about 100, were all moved to
safety and as more staff returned to the gaol to help, the manual fire engine
kept on site was brought into action. At this point prisoners moved forward
to help with the pump and hoses. Utmost order was kept at all times. The
fears of the local population of a mass prison break out never transpired
however the local police did ask for help not only assisting the prison
authorities but looking after the large crowds watching the fire. The main
building was alight at roof and top floor level with the ground and first
being involved due to smoke and water.
It was not until way past 3 in the morning the flames were got under but
hot spots and re-ignitions continued for some considerable time. Additional
help arrived from Wells who under Lieutenant Tyte did sterling work
preventing spread to the other areas. . Indeed given the close proximity of
burning buildings the fact that the women's wing, chapel, debtor's wing,
prison offices, cook house and the Governor's residence escaped showed
how hard and well the staff, prisoners and fire fighters had worked together
throughout the night. Other help arrived. Frome attending with their
steamer under Captain Rawlings and Glastonbury with Captain Hake in
command. Whilst considerable damage occurred to the roofs and a number

of cells, it appears only a few female convicts were transferred to Frome
Prison.
Only a few weeks later, the brigade showed its paces at its annual
competitions. Again prizes were presented by the company for events
such as one man escape drill, one man and two hydrant drills amongst
others. October 1904 the Anglo Bavarian Brewery assisted Wells when
a fire was discovered at the Dulcote Leather Board Mills. Captain Halliday
was in command of Wells Fire Brigade and on their arrival they discove
red a well developed blaze. The Mills were 4 miles from the Brewery
Fire Station but the arrival of the steamer apparently brought immediate
results as surrounding stores were saved. The papers reported the steamer
'rendered excellent service'.
The annual social evening in 1908 saw the retirement of two brigade
stalwarts Mr A Hoddinott and Mr J Rossiter with the presentations being
made by Lieutenant H B Mole. He additionally welcomed Firemen
Farrence & Thick.
One of the interesting social aspects of researching a brigade such as
Anglo Bavarian are the different occupations involved in fires attended.
A 1910 fire occurred in the basket workshops of Mr Tufton, Town Street
which caused considerable damage. Six tons of hay alight near the GWR
bridge mentioned earlier resulted in a long battle whilst on the same
page of the Western Gazette for 8 August 1913, another fire nearer
Taunton was attended by a fire engine from Messrs. Arnolds Brewery.
July 1914 was a busy time. On the 11 July, the staff at Bowlish House
phoned the Brewery requesting the Brigade attend a small outbreak.
What was different was that the same phone line was used in reverse
from the Brewery to Bowlish House on numerous occasions as it was
the home of J Garton, Chief of the Brigade. Lieutenant Birkett acted as
senior officer as Mr Garton was away on business. The small town of
Castle Cary witnessed a serious fire in the main grocers shop on 24 July.
Damage was described as considerable. The Brigade additionally
attended a parade in their home town along with members of the Red
Cross, Yeomanry and local Territorial soldiers amongst many other
Groups.
Nobody attending the parade could have realised how soon the World
would be plunged into war. Britain declared war on 4 August 1914 although hostilities had commenced between other countries earlier.

Whilst not immediate, anti German & Central Powers sentiment soon
grew affecting even Royalty who had to change their names. Businesses
were affected in different ways; owners and staff interned (mostly on the
Isle of Man), suppliers and stockists not fulfilling orders, looting and
personal attacks. Not a good climate to try and run a successful firm
especially one with a very Germanic name.
Bavarian was dropped and the working title became Anglo Brewery.
Fires were still attended but details spoke of a local brigade or even
Shepton Mallet Fire Brigade.
Major Garton wrote to Shepton Mallet Urban District Council offering
all the equipment and accoutrements to set up a fire brigade in February
1921 on a first refusal basis. The price of £550 was to include the
steamer, manual, hose cart, all other equipment, 20 complete dress and
un-dress firemen's uniforms and three officers complete uniforms. The
Brewery even offered credit if required. Apart from discussing the offer,
Councillors expressed their thanks to the brigade for its services over the
years. Discussion at meetings included how much a fire brigade would
cost to run plus how much addition it would add to the rates. Early
estimates showed 2d per ratepayer. With the Councils acceptance of
the price, the Anglo Bavarian and later just Anglo Brewery Fire
Brigade was no more and Shepton Mallet Fire Brigade reborn.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

LEYLAND FIREMASTER.
RECENTLY AQUIRED BY GMFS MUSEUM,

Museum of Fire Update.
I'm sure many of our members will have fond memories of the 2012
FHNUK Annual General Meeting and Seminar held in the Museum of
Fire in Edinburgh's Lauriston Place. The former Central Fire Station was
completed in May 1900 and is the last surviving unaltered Victorian Fire
Station in the United Kingdom and the Jewel in the Crown of the fire
heritage movement.
Many years ago, Ian McMurtrie, a serving officer in the South Eastern
Area Fire Brigade suggested to the then Firemaster Frank Rushbrook,
that measures should be taken to protect Edinburgh's rich and proud
firefighting past and the numerous artefacts and fire appliances collected
over many years. Mr Rushbrook thought the idea worthy of support and
tasked Ian with developing the project. Initially, the collection was
located in spare bays previously occupied by the Auxiliary Fire Service
at the City's McDonald Road Fire Station and then the exhibits were
moved to Lauriston when the Central Fire Station ceased to function in
an operational capacity. Today the Museum of Fire is regarded as the
finest fire museum in the country.
For some time following the death of Ian McMurtrie, rumours began to
circulate regarding the future of the fire museum. A Freedom of Information Request was made to the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service by one of
the campaigners and it was revealed that in September 2013, as part of
their property rationalisation process, the Scottish Fire and Rescue
Service identified the Lauriston Place site as surplus to requirements and
subsequently to be disposed of. On 6th December 2015, one of the
volunteer guides at the Museum, George Gray, started a petition against
the closure and to date over 3,600 people have added their names to try
and convince SFRS to change the decision to close the Museum of Fire.

Later that month on 17th December and in light of the petition, ACO
Ramsay of SFRS confirmed the Museum would close by stating,
"It has come to my attention that a petition has been started in relation
to the Museum of Fire in Edinburgh, based at Lauriston Place, and I
would like to take this opportunity to clarify the situation regarding these
premises and the historical artefacts that are stored there.

Although, as part of our Strategic Intent programme, the building at
Lauriston Place will be released from our property portfolio, please let
me be clear that the Museum of Fire in Edinburgh will continue and
contents of the museum will be protected and relocated. We are currently in the process of considering our assets and examining opportunities
to secure a new and prominent place where they can continue to be
exhibited, preserved and enjoyed by our staff and the general public".
A small but dedicated group of supporters made up of museum guides,
retired employees and those with a genuine interest in saving the museum then started to gain support by contacting the local press, elected
politicians including the First Minister of Scotland and her Culture
Secretary and other organisations with an interest in the protection of
historic buildings in Edinburgh. An article reporting on the plight of the
museum was featured in the Edinburgh Evening News on 22nd December.
A motion was raised in the Scottish Parliament on 4th January by MSP
(Member of the Scottish Parliament) Alison Johnstone of the Scottish
Green Party welcoming efforts by campaigners to help persuade the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and Museums Galleries Scotland to save the
building for development as a world-class national Museum of Fire and as
a tribute to James Braidwood, the first Firemaster of Edinburgh. This
motion was supported by eleven other MSP's from various political
parties.
A Friends of the Museum of Fire group has now been established and the
first meeting was held at Lauriston on 26th January with the FHNUK
being represented by Scottish Fire Heritage Group members Dennis
Scott and myself. The Network also provided a letter of support which
was delivered at the meeting and was well received and appreciated.
Executive Committee member Gary Wragg has also provided a great
deal of assistance and advice and has also been active in lobbying various
organisations and political bodies including, Scottish Museums and
Galleries, National Trust for Scotland, Scottish Buildings Trust, Fiona
Hyslop MSP Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Europe and External Affairs
and the Chief Officer of SFRS, Alasdair Hay. Gary was instrumental in
securing a feature in Old Glory magazine highlighting the intended
closure of the museum.

In order to raise the profile of the campaign, it was decided to stage a
demonstration using preserved fire appliances and drive them through the
streets of Scotland's capital to the Scottish Parliament. The Network was
again represented by SFHG members Dennis Scott, myself and Ronnie
Rusack who provided his 1967 Land Rover Redwing L4P for the occasion.
Five appliances were mustered at Lauriston and a Scottish Television
News crew were on hand to interview those closely involved with the
campaign including Iona McMurtrie who gave a passionate speech about
her late Grandfather's commitment to the Museum of Fire. The Edinburgh
Evening News were also in attendance. The procession received a great
deal of interest from the public as it made its way through the city with
each appliance carrying a banner with the slogan "Save the Edinburgh
Museum of Fire" prominently displayed on it. The convoy then drove past
the Scottish Parliament several times to highlight the plight of the museum
and to stimulate interest from Scotland's elected officials.
Two of the members from the Friends of the Museum of Fire have been
invited to attend a meeting with the Chairman of the Scottish Fire and
Rescue Service Heritage Committee, Assistant Chief Officer Lewis Ramsay, regarding the future of the Museum. This meeting has been scheduled
for 3rd March.
A Twitter account (https://twitter.com/MuseumofFireEdi) has been started
and the petition can be accessed through Facebook and the link below:https://www.change.org/p/chief-officer-alasdair-hay-and-fiona-hyslopsave-the-museum-of-fireedinburgh?recruiter=78108484&utm_source=share_petition&utm_mediu
m=email&utm_campaign=share_email_responsive
Ificer-alasdair-hay-and-fiona-hyslop-save-the-museum-of-fireedinburgh?recruiter=78108484&utm_source=share_petition&utm_mediu
m=email&utm_campaign=share_email_responsive

This appeared on SFRS website on 10th February:-

SFRS reaffirms commitment to maintaining a fire museum in Edinburgh
Publish Date: 10 February 2016
Work continues to source new home in the capital for historic artefacts.
The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) has reaffirmed its commitment to maintain a museum of fire in Edinburgh and gives assurances
that the current museum’s assets will remain an important part of both
the history of Edinburgh and the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service.
Following a strategic review, the SFRS will be moving from its facility
at Lauriston, the current location of the museum, to a new purpose-built
facility in Newbridge in the West of Edinburgh. This will form a new
East division headquarters serving the people of Edinburgh and beyond.
The Museum of Fire tells the story of the oldest municipal fire brigade
in the United Kingdom, The Edinburgh Fire Establishment which was
formed by James Braidwood in 1824.
Assistant Chief Officer, Lewis Ramsay, chair of the SFRS heritage committee, said: “We are committed to The Museum of Fire and preserving
our proud history and heritage.
“As true today as it was in 1824, the primary commitment for the SFRS
must be to serve and ensure the safety of the people of Scotland. This
commitment is underlined by our move to a new facility in Newbridge
which will better support a modern, fit for purpose service.
“We are working closely with Scottish Government and City of Edinburgh Council to secure a new and prominent location that will enhance
the museum’s legacy, and provide visitors with an engaging and enjoyable insight to our Fire Heritage.
“The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service appreciates the work and dedication of our museum volunteers and we would welcome their involvement as we work towards identifying and developing the future home of
the museum.

“The heritage and history of fire and rescue in Scotland is of extreme importance to the Service and we are committed to retain the assets within
the city of Edinburgh – the acknowledged birthplace of Scotland’s fire
and rescue service.”
_______________________________________________

You will note on the above that the location of Newbridge is mentioned.
Newbridge is approximately 8.5 miles from Edinburgh city centre and is
largely an industrial estate.
I shall endeavour to keep you informed of the ongoing situation regarding
the Museum of Fire.
The fight goes on!
Bob Wright.
We thank Bob for this report.

MANCHESTER FIREMASTER RETURNING HOME
Greater Manchester Fire Service Museum is pleased to announce that it
has today acquired the last remaining ex-Manchester Leyland Firemaster appliance (6900 NF) via an auction in South Yorkshire. The appliance will shortly be returning to Greater Manchester after some 39 years
“in exile” in Yorkshire.
The Firemaster was a “concept” appliance, designed jointly by Leyland
Motors and Manchester City Fire Brigade in the late 1950s. The main
technical features were a Leyland 0.600 oil engine, Sigmund 900gpm
front-mounted pump and semi-automatic transmission. Its low ground
clearance and unconventional design meant it was very much a “city”
appliance and sales outside Manchester were minimal.
The MFB operated three pump escape bodied Firemasters (the first in
1959) and one Emergency Tender. All except 6900 NF were based at
the London Road Headquarters.
As well as the four MFB Firemasters, there were two pump escape examples in Glasgow City Fire Brigade, two Emergency Salvage Tenders
in Essex, and turntable ladder versions in both Darlington and Wolverhampton. One other export model for Kuwait was completed.
6900 NF was commissioned in 1963, the last-built of ten British Leyland Firemaster machines, and served mostly at Blackley Fire Station. It
became part of the Greater Manchester Fire Service fleet in 1974 and
was disposed of in 1976.
It has a pump escape body by Cocker of Southport and is in near-complete condition and good running order. The 55ft John Morris Ajax escape is still carried. The appliance will require some further restoration
but is in very original condition.
As well as 6900 NF, only two other Firemasters remain : YGG 209 exGlasgow FB PE (in Glasgow Museum of Transport) and 999 MHN exDarlington TL (in private ownership in Northumberland).
After removal to Rochdale and initial attention, we hope to be displaying 6900 NF at Museum Open Days prior to its full restoration.
This machine was aquired in mid-December 2015. For more information and pictures visit the Greater Manchester web site and take a look
at their Newsletter.

