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FROM THE SPARE BEDROOM.

We are settling in to our house in Fleetwood, obviously a very dif-
ferent sort of place to Coventry where we lived for over sixty years.
When you view a house for potential purchase you only get a very
short time to form views and an opinion of the property. This
house appeared to have been refurbished to a high standard but
when we moved in and had the time and the chance to inspect
things closely, we realised things were not quite what they
seemed. We ended up naming the former owner “One Screw”, the
reason for this is quite obvious, if one screw would hold it up rath-
er than two, then that would do. If a screw could not be fixed then
a liberal application of silicon was the alternative. Lesson learnt.

Since moving here we have found that there is so much going on.
Most weekends you can find a local car show or an agricultural
show, one evening the Red Arrows did a display at Blackpool Plea-
sure Beach, they will also appear at the August Air Show over the
sea near Blackpool Tower. The big plus point is that most of these
events are free to view.

When I came up here I thought that I would need to find a new
print company to print the magazine for me. If you check out the
back cover you will see an advert for Church Street Printers of
Rugby, this company has always given the group good service so I
was reluctant to leave them. When in Coventry, they couriered the
finished magazine to me, so I thought that it would be too costly
to send it north. It turns out that the courier,s fee is calculated on
weight not on distance, so the charge remained the same. All that
I do is to e-mail a PDF copy to them, they format and print and
then send it on to me for posting, great service. So if you have any
print requirements, such as magazines, flyers, event/rally pro-
grammes or similar services give them a call and get a quote. They
even do a next day service.



The fight to save Lauriston fire station in Edinburgh seems to be
lost. The brigade has put the building up for sale and it appears
that several developers are showing an interest. It has been stated
that the collection will be put on display at another location at a
later date but one has to wonder what the fate of the collection will
really be. It seems in the short term that money gained by the sale
is more important than the heritage that may be lost. My feeling is,
that without your history you have no future, think on!

In the last edition of the magazine Janice Morris did an item on
School fire brigades. Mike Smith who is a volunteer at the Essex
Fire service Museum picked up a copy of the magazine and read
the article. Mike who is also a member of the Fire Brigade Society
and edits their magazine had some information for Janice on this
subject. Janice now has further information on Gordonstoun
School, Kinloch Rannoch nr. Pitlochry and Chilton Cantelo in Som-
erset. She has promised to produce a further article for us on this
subject, providing that she can fit it into her busy schedule. Anoth-
er example of networking. (Editors note. It would be appreciated if
editors of other group magazines could note within their mags,
that this and every copy of the FHNUK magazine can be read on
our website a month after publication. Website address inside front
cover).

Phil Consadine  August 2016.



At the Fawley Vintage Festival 2016 celebrating Sir William McAlpines 80th birthday was a

horse drawn Shand Mason steam fire engine. Owned by the Metropolitan Water Board since

new and now in the London Museum of Water and Steam it was claimed that no one living

had seen it in action, horse drawn and fully operational.      Phil Morris.

Seen at the Fawley Vintage festival this 1920 Seagrave fire engine. It has a 6 cylinder engine and chain drive

transmission and was imported into the UK from the USA in 2015.     Phil Morris.



        Picture by,.    Phil Morris.



Fire Insurance Company Buttons.

By, Finbar Nolan.

Insurance company fire brigades are quite well documented in various
publications and some people collect firemarks, others insurance poli-

cies. My particular interest is the uniform buttons worn by firemen from
the large variety of fire offices. Some of the earliest buttons were made
from Pewter with wooden backs; others were made from silver plated

copper, gilt, brass, and gilded brass. Buttons were generally made either
one piece or two piece and the majority had a back mark stamped on
them. How can one date the buttons with reasonable accuracy? There
are records in existence detailing the manufacturers and the dates they

traded under the maker’s name, and some with the maker’s address
stamped on. Take the firm of Firmin, they had many different back-
marks spanning from their inception until fire insurance fire brigades
were phased out in the early twentieth century. There are some really
grand buttons whilst others were quite plain, either way, they are very

rare items and command high prices. When researching a particular but-
ton it is advantageous to know where the button was unearthed; further
research might enlighten you as to what insurance company fire brigade
operated in that particular area. A number of my buttons in my collec-
tion were taken from the banks of the river Thames in London; there
were many insurance companies who maintained fire brigades in and

around the Metropolis before the formation of the London Fire Engine
Establishment. A lot of insurance company firemen who operated with-
in London were employed as Watermen on the Thames; it is perfectly

feasible that jackets or waistcoats were lost overboard at some stage and
were washed up many years later minus the garment itself which no

doubt rotted away over the years. Because the fixing loop on the back
was made of an inferior metal they also rotted away in a lot of cases.

A very interesting point which has come to light during the years I have
been collecting relates to the Phoenix Fire Office. I have eight different
buttons from the Phoenix Fire Office, six are dated 1782 (the year the
company formed), another has 1803 and the last one is dated 1806;
there is also an 1810 in the booklet ‘Fire Insurance Company Buttons’
by Fergus Bain and Brian Wright.



Why the different dates? Can anyone shed any light as to why this so; my
own theory is that the 1803, 1806 and 1810 buttons were stamped to coin-
cide with the date the Phoenix established a fire brigade in a particular area.
Not all insurance companies maintained their own fire brigades so I am
dealing with the companies that did have their own firebrigades. Some of
the earlier buttons of the Phoenix Fire Office were cast in a mould using
copper, they were usually silver plated and the Phoenix and title were inset
or intaglio as it was known; they were then filled with either a dark pigment
or gilded as the button number 3 and 5 shows.

The West of England Fire Insurance Company were founded in 1807 with
their headquarters being in Exeter but the fire brigade wasn’t established
there until 1808 and in Plymouth in 1838; their buttons were made of brass
but the Superintendent of each brigade had silver buttons on which were
stamped ‘West of England Fire Brigade’ around the edge and ‘Superinten-
dent’ below. The brass buttons showed King Alfred (the King of Wessex.)
with the date 1807 on the bottom. Button numbers 8 – 10shows the buttons.
The West of England was taken over by the Commercial Union Assurance
Company in 1894.The Sheffield Fire Office which formed in 1808 had
brass buttons as illustrated in button number 11; they finished in 1863 when
they were absorbed into the Alliance Assurance Company.The Westminster
Fire Office came into being in 1717 and lasted until 1906 when they were
incorporated as a company and were taken over by the Alliance Assurance
Company; their buttons are shown in numbers 12 & 13.

This first article deals with 13 buttons.

  1.                             2.                            3.



                 4                                     5                                    6

               7                                     8                                       9

             10                                 11                                   12

13.



Button Descriptions.

1. One-piece Phoenix button dated 1782 and made of white metal. It is 16mm in
diameter and has the backmark: Firmin, London.

2. One-piece Phoenix button dated 1782 and is silver plated copper; it is 16mm
in diameter and has no backmark.

3. One-piece Phoenix button dated 1803 and made of Gilded copper. It is 19mm
in diameter with no backmark.

4. One-piece Phoenix button dated 1782 and made of silver plated copper; it is
26mm in diameter with the backmark: R.E. Hayward, 50 Long Acre WC,  Lon-
don.

5. One-piece Phoenix button dated 1806 and made of silver plated copper. It is
32mm in diameter and has no backmark.

6. One-piece Phoenix button dated 1782 and made from silver plated copper. It
is 16mm in diameter and has the backmark: Hayward, 50 Long Acre, London.

7. One-piece Phoenix button dated 1782 and made from brass. It is 27mm in
diameter and has the backmark: S.W. Silver & Co, London.

8. One-piece West of England button dated 1807 and made of brass. It is 27mm
In diameter and has the backmark: Firmin & Sons, 153 Strand, London.

9. One-piece West of England button date 1807 and made of brass. It is 17mm
In diameter and has the backmark “Firmin London”.

10. One-piece West of England button dated 1807 and made of brass. It is
32mm In diameter and has the backmark: P & S Firmin, 153 Strand, London &
13 Conduit St.

11. One-piece Sheffield Fire Office button made from brass. It is 19mm in di-
ameter and has no backmark.

12. One-piece Westminster Fire Office button made from gilded brass. It is
30mm in diameter and has the backmark: Nutting, King Street, Covent Garden.

13. Two-piece Westminster Fire Office button made from Pewter and is 20mm
in diameter. There is no back to the button but it was most probably wooden as
it is a very early button c.1730



COVER STORY.

Pictured above are two items that have recently been presented to the Greater
Manchester Fire Service Museum. These along with a photograph album were
presented by the family of Mr. William E. Greenhalgh who was Chief Officer of
the city of Coventry Fire Brigade at the time of his retirement.

So why present these items to Manchester and not Coventry? Mr Greenhalgh
started his career in Nelson, Lancashire and his surviving family still live in the
county. He moved on to West Hartlepool followed by Teddington, Tottenham,
Bury and then various regions of the N.F.S. including Liverpool and the north
east of the country. In the fifties he got the job as chief of Coventry.

The following information comes from Bob Bonner. M.F.S.Museum.

The family have now decided to add some more stuff to our collection. This is
his PFBA Past President's Badge,  his KPFS Medal and a couple of curios of in-
terest.  One of these is a miniature cast Victorian fireman figure, chromed brass
probably  (I have actually seen the same casting used on other items, I guess it
was a commercially available item one time), also a miniature fire helmet in the
same vein.  The latter has the Coventry coat of arms on the front (out of scale
obviously).  The figure was apparently used as a radiator mascot on the CFB
Chief's Car (no idea what make that would be but it probably had a "real" bonnet
and radiator in those days), and has some fixings underneath.  The family
thought the helmet was also used in this way though not sure, and to me it looks
more like a retirement gift from the city council. Don't really know though.

Manchester Acquisitions.



Although again not strictly local, we are happy to take these as the family's wishes
and, he was also a Greater Manchester Chief and North West officer in his time,
so we seem to be the custodians of his objects.  They are very nice anyway.

 The family have also revealed some interesting background about WEG.  Seems
he lied about his age to join the Army in WWI and was at Gallipolli aged 15. He
was wounded and came back. Went out and was wounded again.  Then joined
Nelson Fire Brigade.  When he was either Chief of Tottenham (or Fire Force
Commander in local NFS, not sure of date) he entertained a royal visit by the
King of Sweden to the FB.  I do know that Tottenham's TL was later christened
"King Haakon" in honour.   Greenhalgh was certainly one of the celebrated fire
chiefs of his time.
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Rear of Hales Street fire Station, Coventry.

The lady is Alderman Pearl Hyde, first female Lord Mayor of the
city
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ACQUISITIONS.

Still finding interesting bits - at the Enfield Pageant of Motoring I
bought a large hurricane lamp with a red glass, two stirrup pumps
(Mysto and Sigmund) and a hacksaw with an unusually large frame,
ideal for the ARP Rescue Party. Also, and getting very rare,  a bracket
for a CTC extinguisher. I have a suitable spare extinguisher for it so that
will make two for the ATV. Min Cornelius has found me an old  Stokes
varnish tin and a "Genalex" transformer light (boxed of course). Barry
Holliss has returned the Mess Dress he had from me some years ago,
now with a second pair of trousers and a waistcoat! A drawing pins tin
marked LCC came from Chris and a photocopy of an instruction book
for the Coventry Climax FWP turned up in the MT. Apparently it came
with the pump donated by Bedfordshire FRS a few years back.The Fire
Services National Museum Trust has been selling off some surplus
items. This is actually the first time I have ever been to their site in
Weedon. Almost everything going was either the wrong period or I al-
ready had it (fortunate really) but I did get a Proto Mk IV for Chris for
the Whitewebbs FB collection as well as a shorter than standard branch
holder. When it has changed from red to grey this will go on the Heavy
Unit. The only other piece I was tempted with was a brass water urn,
the same height but half the width of the one I already have. "Son of
Urn" benefits from a heating element inside but I have yet to find the
proper plug to connect it to see if it works.

GETTING STARTED.

It was a late start this year. With me being off sick and then problems
with access to the road during March/April/May meant it was only just
possible to have everything ready the day before the site opened in late
May. No annual cleaning day and only a few days access for work
meant planned vehicle etc renovations have not yet happened. At least
the museum's various buildings are properly presentable and arrange-
ments for exhibitions are on track



When we did finally open, a researcher came to see my collection of
steel helmets. He is preparing a book on home front helmets (I saw the
draft - it is very extensive) and was keen to see some of mine which
were new to him. He took several photos and I hope the book does get
done. The Refuge Room has been reworked, now without the bed it is a
lot less cramped. Some new cabinets have been erected next to the Ger-
man FB collection, so Chris and I are slowly filling them with first
aid/medical pieces including the two Wembley sets.

News from Roy Goodey at Twinwood.



NEW ONLINE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE FOR MEMBERS
OF THE FIRE SERVICE
The Firefighters Memorial Trust is pleased to announce its new online Book
of Remembrance, dedicated to all those members of the Fire Service who
have died in the course of their duties. As well as including all of the names
of those recorded on The Firefighters Memorial, (2300 and rising), close to
St Paul’s Cathedral in London, the book includes the names of the 509 Fire
Watchers and the 1269 Fire Guards who did so much to fight the air raid
fires of WW2 and who are known to have died during WW2. These men and
womenhave never been recorded as a group before.
Additionally, there are chapters dedicated to all those members of the Fire
Service who died as a result of their military duties during the Boer War,
WW1 and WW2, having either been called back as Reservists, recruited as
Volunteers or having been conscripted, ‘called up’.
To date, research related to those who died in military service has revealed
seven from the Boer War, 583 from WW1 and 57 from WW2. It is very likely
that more have yet to be discovered. None have so far been identified from
the post-WW2 years, but the possibility still remains with the period of Na-
tional Service that continued from the end the end of the war through to
1963, plus of course the periods of Territorial or Reserve Force duties.
The research continues and anyone can still help with this process; there is
no central source of information. These members of the Fire Service are list-
ed only in local records, memorials located in fire stations, town halls,
churches, places of work etc or hidden within family histories. Most (but by
no means all), are of course, recorded on local War Memorials but only by
name plus, perhaps, the military unit in which they served. Linking back to
any connection with the Fire Service is where the research can be very
time consuming and somewhat frustrating. Trustee and Trust Archivist Alan
House will always be pleased to hear of any possible addition to any of the
chapters of corrections to the recorded names already listed.
archivist@firefightersmemorial.org.uk
The Book gives details of the individuals, where they served, their date of
death, location of death etc and, in the case of the names on the Memorial,
the opportunity for family and friends to add personal tributes.
For all names on the Memorial, there is the opportunity to submit additional
or corrected information. It is hoped that the Book will not only serve as a
place of tribute and remembrance, but also provide a useful source of infor-
mation for family history and Fire Service history researchers.
The Trust welcomes support for its on-going work to remember and honour
those who have died in the course of their duties, both for their community
and their country.



Just £1 per month would help to pay tribute and remember, by means of
their Memorial, and this new Book of Remembrance. Anyone wishing
to help can do so via the Trust website www.firefightersmemorial.org.uk
The online Book of Remembrance can be found at:
www.theonlinebookcompany.com/OnlineBooks/FirefighterMemorialTrust/C
ontent/Filler
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Nobody has ever seen Phil Morris taking a drink but somehow he

spotted this beer mat and sent the editor a picture of it. Perhaps
he could send a brewing kit next time!



Thorney Fire Brigade.

During a visit to Whittlesey Museum we saw an arm badge marked
TFB.
Research showed it came from the nearby village of Thorney.
Following the dissolution of the monasteries, Thorney had an Abbey,
the village became the property of the 1st Earl of Bedford and was to
stay in the family of the Dukes of Bedford until 1910. Thorney was an
estate village most of it being built in the 19th century. When in resi-
dence the Duke lived in Bedford Hall which has a 95 feet high water
tower and also housed the village fire engine. The first engine was ac-
quired in 1842 by subscription, the biggest donors being the then Duke
of Bedford and the Norwich Union each giving £20. In 1920 Thorney
purchased a Shand Mason steamer which was then sold to Peterborough
Volunteer Fire Brigade and later bought back by Thorney Rural District
Council. Thorney still has a retained fire station adjacent to Bedford
Hall. The door to the fire Station is where the memorial is now.

Phil & Janice Morris.
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Firefighting Tug
Svitzer Ramsey
showing her moni-
tors working at
the Milford Haven
Oil Terminal.  The
picture of her
totally engulfed
in water is her
pre wetting system

Pictures Courtesy

Bob Wright.
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