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Roger Pickett Essex Fire Museum demonstrates the pumping ability of
Derek Wheeler’s Steamer at the 2017 AGM.

Editorial
After 5 years Phil Consadine has stepped down as Editor of this magazine He will however continue as a member of the committee and give us
welcome guidance as we try to follow in his footsteps. We are sure you
will join us in wishing Phil better health and that he gets his cataract operations in the near future.
Many of you will know we do not have a Fire Service background, our
interest is fire marks and fire insurance, so we ask you to bear with us
and correct us if we do not use the right terminology in this and future
editions. We have been very pleased by the response to our request for
articles. Please continue to send your submissions so we can fill the
magazine. As well as articles how about a letter commenting on a previous item in this magazine?
If you wish to advertise a future event we would need at least four
months notice.
You will have received a full report of the AGM and seminar from Bob
Bonner. If you did not go to Whitewebbs Transport Museum (below) we
recommend a visit. You could make a day of it and visit the sites of the
Royal Small Arms Factory and the Waltham Abbey Royal Gunpowder
Mills, all within a 5 miles of Enfield. Despite Bob Bonner’s comprehensive directions we failed to find Hertfordshire Fire Brigade Museum and
missed an interesting visit. We blamed Watford’s one-way system and
not our lack of a satnav.
Phil & Janice Morris

Newsham’s Patent Stirrup
As you all know I am a manual fire engine man and always on the lookout for items marked with an engine makers name on it. On eBay in
2013 I came across a brass safety stirrup, with suggested date 1769,
which hinges in the middle so when the rider falls off their horse it allows their foot to be released from the stirrup and prevent him being
dragged along. The stirrup was marked Rd Newsham Fecit and I managed to outbid others to buy it.
Many members will know of Newsham’s Patents of 1721 and 1725 but
not many will know of his 1727 Patent No 494. Stirrups and Stirrup
Leathers where he is listed as Engine Maker.
“New Sort of Stirup Leathers and Stirups and Housens, which are so
Contrived that they will rather Cool the Horses than Heat them; that
the said Stirup Leathers being made completely Stiff will Secure the
Rider from Falling when the Horse Starts Aside, or the (word missing)
or when Leaping over Hedges, &c in Hunting or the like, and in Running Races, or upon Occasions for Want which Inven’con numberless
Fatal Misfortunes have happened,”
A note on the eBay bid sheet from the seller said, “From what I know of
this rare and special item, it was created by an English inventor (Rd
Newsham) who sadly suffered a loss due to a foot being trapped after a
fall from a horse. He designed this safety stirrup to prevent it happening
in the future due to a unique design allowing the foot to be freed from
the stirrup by a hinge.” The information was attributed to, A Stell 23rd
May 1769 ie New Invention. The seller could not tell me how he got this
information and as of yet I have not been able to find it. I also have not
yet checked later patents to see if Richard Newsham has one for stirrups.
So is it our Rd Newsham? Had it not been for the 1727 Patent I would
have said not, but he seems to have been involved with horses and he is
listed as an inventor in documents so I would say, yes, it is him.

I have also purchased a lovely brass belt buckle with two Newsham
engines illustrated on it, which I suppose are the ones sold to New
York in the 1730’s, although the buckle is not of that date!!!???

Roy Rice The Rice Manual Collection

Guardian Royal Exchange prototype fireman’s arm badge

The Royal Exchange Assurance was founded in London in 1720 and
very shortly after formed a fire brigade. The first fire insurance advertisements showed that the company employed 14 watermen to work
the engine, 21 other watermen provided with proper instruction to extinguish fires and also 21 porters. The original uniform jackets were
yellow lined with pink but were later changed to green with white
stockings. In the 20th century employees dressed in reproduction uniforms and arm badges and marched in the Lord Mayor’s show.
The Guardian Fire and Life Assurance Company was founded, again
in London, in 1821 and also formed a fire brigade. The uniform jackets were dark brown with a red and yellow stripped waistcoat. A report in 1830 stated that ‘the firemen were all effective except
Benjamin Evans, who was an incorrigible drunkard and had pawned
his badge’.
Insurance company firemen were all issued with a silver badge with a
unique number in order to identify them when attending fires.
In 1968 the companies merged to form GRE and wishing to continue
to be represented in the Lord Mayor’s show commissioned a composite arm badge with a view to producing a set for their employees to
wear. As far as I know this was never done, so the badge shown is the

badge with a unique number in order to identify them when attending
fires.
In 1968 the companies merged to form GRE and wishing to continue to
be represented in the Lord Mayor’s show commissioned a composite
arm badge with a view to producing a set for their employees to wear.
As far as I know this was never done, so the badge shown is the only
one produced. Taken from the individual company’s fire marks is the
Royal Exchange building opposite the Bank of England. The one shown
is the second Royal Exchange built in 1669 and destroyed by fire in
1838. The current building is the third one on the site. Above the Royal
Exchange building is Athene holding a spear and an olive branch and
on her left hand side is a shield bearing the head of Medusa. The badge
consists of centre brass casting on a chrome plated brass backing
145mm x 96mm.
GRE were later taken over by AXA who disposed of all of the historical
GRE artefacts, the badge was one of the many items rescued by the Fire
Mark Circle.
Bibliography The British Fire Mark 1680 – 1879. Badges of Extinction The 18th and 19th Century Badges of Insurance Office Firemen.

Guardian 95mm X 87mm

Royal Exchange 155mm x 125mm

Phil Morris The Fire Mark Circle

From the Ashes a New Industry Grew
Over many years Coventry has had to adapt to new industry, as one source
of employment was lost a new one had to be found. During the mid 1800’s
one of the industries which was on the decline was weaving. Some of the
work was being taken by the French, they were using modern techniques
and were more efficient and in cheaper than the products which were being
made in the UK. Some weaving is still being done in the city but on a very
small scale, you may remember having name tags sewn onto your school
clothing. Invariably these were made, and still are, by J & J Cash Ltd.
They also still make Silk Woven Pictures, which are often sold as commemorative items. In fact I have a silk woven picture of a Coventry steam
fire engine, which was made by Stevens of Coventry in the 1800;s.
The largest building used for manufacturing in the city was built in 1861
and was used for weaving and the processing of materials used in the industry. Located in Draper’s Field, near to the city centre, it was constructed
by the Freemen of the city on leasehold land. It consisted of four storeys
and it was surrounded by a series of single storey buildings consisting of,
Offices, Warehousing and a Boiler House/Machine Room, which supplied
power to the mill.
The ground floor held carding machines and in this area the rough material
was introduced, to be sorted and straightened to enable it to be spun into
yarn. Next , the material was passed to the second floor which was known
as the “Throstle Room”. This process toughened the yarn on machines
which were introduced about 1810. The third floor contained “Mules”, introduced by Samuel Crompton of Bolton. There were more Mules on the
top floor and these were used for spinning.
In the early hours of the first Wednesday of December 1890 a fire was discovered by workers who had started their working day at 6 a.m. An account in the Coventry Herald and Free Press, which was published on
December 5, 1890, stated the fire originated on the third floor of the mill,
the Mule Room, and as far as can be ascertained the circumstances are as
follow:- The operatives of whom there are over four hundred, commenced
work as usual in the morning. There were then no signs of fire, though
since the catastrophe some of the girls, probably with hysterical tendencies, state that upon entering the factory they felt that something dreadful
was about to happen.

And some state that their sleep during the previous night had been disturbed by visions of the conflagration. The work of the day was commenced, and had proceeded for about a quarter of an hour, when all in the
factory were alarmed and startled, by cries of “Fire, Fire”.
It is not uncommon for small outbreaks of fire to occur in the Mule Rooms
of cotton mills but these are normally dealt with quickly and cause little or
no damage. This fire was different, there was a fault in a carriage on one of
the Mules and it produced sparks which ignited threads and waste which
was lying on the floor under the machines. Some male operatives immediately tried to quench the fire with “Queens”, these appliances were ineffective due to the sudden ferocity of the conflagration. The men had to discard
the appliances due to the fear of being engulfed by the flames, as the men
fled they gave the alarm to the remainder of the workforce and the building
was rapidly evacuated.
The Coventry Volunteer fire brigade was summoned and attended with
their steam engine “Sherbourne”, (this engine was named after the river
which ran through the city centre, next to the fire station) In charge of the
operation was Captain Thomas.
Even with a good water supply, the Coventry Canal ran close by to the factory, the fire was getting out of hand so Captain Thomas requested assistance from the local barracks. They soon attended with their steamer, but
the factory was a total loss, with the floors above and below the original
seat of the fire totally gutted, along with a number of the single storey
buildings attached to the main factory. Despite the loss of the Mill the Volunteers and the Military brigades were congratulated for their efforts.
As an indication of the cost of this fire the monetary value of the damage
was estimated at,£40,000 at 1890 prices. The following Insurance companies paid out on policies held by the mill owners.
Hand in Hand. North British Mercantile. County. Norwich Union.
Commercial Union. West of England. Royal Exchange. Scottish Union.
London Assurance. Lloyds Glasgow —––. Guardian Assurance.
Lancashire —–––. Westminster Fire. Equitable Fire & Accident.
Where you see dashes after a name, I am unable to decipher the contemporary handwritting.

Steam Engine “SHERBOURNE”
Captain Thomas centre wearing cap, along with his Volunteer crew
So we now have a building which has three of it’s four floors derelict, what
happens next?
Enter Mr. Harry Lawson. Harry is what we would call an entrepreneur in
today’s terminology, some would say a bit of a con man. He realised that
motorised transport could well be the future. Bearing this in mind he set up
an investment group and he went around buying up motor car manufacturing patents. One of these patents that he gained the rights to was Daimler
from Germany. The next step was to find a suitable factory to manufacture
these Daimler cars. He and members of his syndicate visited premises in
various towns and cities including, Birmingham and Cheltenham. Eventually he was directed towards the derelict Cotton Mill in Coventry. On inspection it was decided that these premises would be ideal and they
invested the cash to restore the factory for the manufacture of Cars.
In 1896 they built the first of these cars and from there the British motor
industry blossomed, Others had built cars in the UK before this date but
not on the scale,or as successfully, as Lawson and his cohorts. This company was totally independent of the German Daimler company, the British
Daimler marque is now owned by Jaguar. Lawson was soon ousted from
the company and he went on to other things.

Harry Lawson-pictured
Phil Consadine FHNUK

Dennis AR 5232
When Captain Lewis Evans, officer in charge of the John Dickinsons
Fire Brigade at Apsley Mills, Hemel Hempstead ordered an ‘N’ Type
Fire Engine from Dennis Bros’ in 1914 he probably did not expect or
consider it would be alive and well 104 years later.
The Dennis ‘N’ type, Reg. AR 5232, Chassis No. 1240, Eng. No. 7188
replaced a Merryweather Steamer. This was JDFB’s second Merryweather pump. The first being purchased in 1883 when the Dickinson
Brigade was formed by Lewis Evans.
‘N’ type AR 5232 had a White and Pope engine and a rear mounted
three- stage Gwynne centrifugal pump with Braidwood Body and Extension Ladder.
During her time with JDFB some modifications were made. The rear
artillery wheels were replaced with steel disc wheels but still retaining
solid tyres. A 1929 photo shows different pattern artillery wheels at
the front and a commercial radiator, as opposed to the brass fire engine radiator which was in place when new.
The reason for the rear wheel change would be almost certainly have
been an ‘upgrade’; the new radiator and front wheels could have been
due to a front- end collision.
Dickinsons Firemen were trained in First- Aid as early as 1900. Dickinsons fitted a locker atop the Braidwood Body for First- Aid equipment
and this is still in position today.
In 1933 John Dickinsons purchased a Leyland Cub FK1 Pump Ladder
and AR 5232 was sold on after 19 years good service.
Unusually and completely against the normal trend AR 5232 then went
from 19 years as an Industrial Brigade Fire Appliance and into service
with Paddock Wood Public Fire Brigade, Kent; under the control of
Tonbridge Rural District Council.
It was normally the case that Public Brigade Appliances, when taken
out of service, were then purchased by Industrial Brigades. So AR 5232
bucked the trend.
In 1939 whilst with Paddock Wood the Dennis front axle was replaced
with a Bedford front axle, wheels and pneumatic tyres. This modification altered the appearance of AR 5232 considerably. In 1939 Tonbridge RDC considered changing the rear wheels and tyres to
pneumatic but this proposal was dropped.
AR 5232 moved on at a date not known to Arnolds (Bainbridge) Ltd.

Sheet Metal Fabricators based in Kent who had their own Works Fire
Brigade.
About 1976 the late Michael Banfield purchased AR 5232, paying
£3,750 to add her to his substantial collection of veteran vehicles
based in Staplehurst, Kent.
Michael removed the Bedford front axle and wheels and reverted to
the correct type of spoked artillery wheels with solid tyres.
Michael Banfield died in 2013 and his large collection of veteran vehicles and motorobillia was auctioned by Bonhams in 2014. At the Bonhams auction AR 5232 was purchased by Dr. Barry Hutchinson, a
specialist Dennis collector and is currently being restored in the Tyne
and Wear area.
Dennis Bros’ displayed a colour image of AR 5232 in their 1914 catalogue.
An interesting feature on the pump is a handle placed low down and
with one pull the pump casing can be drained to protect against frost.
There has in the past been some confusion over the history and provenance of AR 5232 with some Dennis historians suggesting she was with
East Barnet Fire Brigade. East Barnet had a Dennis with a similar registration which was also prefixed with AR (Herts);
Dickinsons’ photographic evidence and statements from Dennis enthusiasts who have viewed the Dennis Bros’ chassis ledger for 1914 confirm that AR 5232 was ordered by Dickinsons and was new to them in
1914.
104 years and still going strong.

Dennis AR 5232

Paul Sturman Paper Trail (Heritage) Fire Brigade
The following has been received from The Worshipful Company of
Firefighters,
The Worshipful Company of Firefighters has a book collection which
was gifted to the Company by the Widow of Paddy Sheen, Past President of the Institution of Fire Engineers and a figure very well known in
fire circles for many years as a Fire Engineer and forensic fire investigator. The collection of some 700 books is substantial and is currently
in storage in 20 or so storage boxes, having previously been on display
in its own room in the former LFB Museum at Winchester House.
There is some uncertainty about whether the new LFB Museum, when
it re-opens, will be able to house the collection, and the Company of
Firefighters approached the Kent Firefighting Museum in the first instance to see if we might be interested in having the books.
We unfortunately do not actually have enough storage for all of our
own items, and we certainly do not have a building capable of keeping a
large collection of books. My reason for writing is therefore to ask
whether you could circulate our members of FHNUK please to see if
anyone is interested in housing this unique personal collection of books.
Any positive responses should be directed to Steven Tamcken, the Clerk
to the Worshipful Company of Firefighters, at email address :
clerk@firefighterscompany.org

