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George Andrew Dunlop
9th April 1940 - 2nd April 2018

Editorial
We survived the creation of our first issue as editors of the magazine and have
decided to have another go. However we still have to agree on which editor’s
decision is the final one.
In this issue we have a mystery of two Leyland fire engines which members
might be able to help Simon Ryan solve.
There are also details of the Fire Preservation Groups 50th Anniversary Show
and the Preston Park Rally. There must be many more open days and events
you have planned, bearing in mind that anything over the Summer has to be
with us by April 16 so don’t miss out free advertising next year
Our cover photograph shows members of the Paper Trail (Heritage) Fire Brigade enjoying a break during a rally. The account of the weekend is a reminder of the amount of work needed for such undertakings. It also highlights the
pleasure of seeing vehicles working. At last year’s AGM it was good to see
Derek Wheeler’s steamer in action and Roger Pickett demonstrating its abilities. Another memorable display was the Shand Mason steamer being pulled
by heavy horses at the Fawley Hill Rally (pictured in the August 2016 issue).
We regret to report the death of George Dunlop Of the Vivien Trust. An obituary is included in this issue. The Network was represented at his funeral by
Bob and Jackie Wright and Phil and Janice Morris. Twenty members of Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service formed a guard of honour which showed
the regard in which George was held.
The Magazine will be published three times a year in February, May and September. The number of pages will depend on the copy submitted. Deadline
date for the September issue is 15 July
Network Committee News
The A.G.M weekend is provisionally planned for 19-21 October. It will be
held at the Hampshire Police and Fire Heritage Trust’s Museum based at the
Solent Sky Aviation Museum.
If you have spare copies of the magazine for the following dates:- March
2014, Summer 2014, Sept 2014 December 2014 please contact Bob Bonner.

The Mystery of the ‘33- Admiralty’ Leyland’s

The Leylands
Pre-delivery outside
Chorley Grammar
School, Union Street
Chorley

Photo copyright: British
Commercial Vehicle
Museum.
In the summer of 1918 Leyland Motors Ltd’s output from its main works was
fully geared to supporting the war effort, meanwhile the fire engine factory at
Chorley would deliver 28 appliances during the year. The largest order was
from the London County Council Fire Brigade who received no less than 16
machines.
This article however relates to two of the five machines delivered in the Winter of 1918 or possibly in the very early part of 1919. I came across the
records whilst researching for a book on the history of the Admiralty Fire
Service (1).
Leyland’s standard Fire Engine (FE) model at this time was the FE.U4.V4 FE
Type. These had a U Type engine (the “L” head version of the X Type) having
twin camshafts with valves on one side and a 4-cyl 55 hp Leyland petrol engine, a cone clutch and a 4-speed gearbox. There was a Class V4 worm drive
back axle, hence the V4 part of the designation. They carried a Rees Roturbo
500 gpm turbine pump [375 gpm @ 100 psi] with two deliveries and a 4-way
collecting head. Single length of suction hose was carried on each side.
Unfortunately, the chassis numbers of these two machines remain unidentified
despite extensive research in the Leyland Archive. The engine numbers are
however known to have been 49/1904/12 and 49/1904/13. Fitted with 17 louvered bonnets, a radiator protector bar and a standard Braidwood style body,
at first these two fire appliances do not seem to have been out of the ordinary.

However, they had a number of non-standard features:
-No ladder gantry was fitted – it is possible one was fitted after delivery.
-No hose reel was fitted.
-Two Hurricane type side lamps but no headlamps were fitted, just a metal
back plate. There were however wiring cables installed, there was a single rear
red oil lamp.
-Treaded type tyres to try and reduce skidding as usually fitted by Leyland
from 1918.
-An austere finish to the bell and radiator top both were dull, not the usual
chromed finish.
-A board was hung not sign written ‘33 – Admiralty’ on each side of the appliances’ body. Every other Admiralty appliance up to WW2 carried the name
of the Dockyard, Victualling or Armament Depot it was to serve at sign written on the body.
-The lengths of suction hose carried were not the usual large size specified by
the Admiralty for all the fire engines delivered to them beforehand, these were
Aster Merryweather’s and Dennis N Type models.
So where was this first order for a Leyland fire engine to be received from
H.M Government intended to serve? Things began to wind-down as soon as
the Armistice was declared with orders across the board cut back. There are no
records of them going to any of the Home or Overseas Dockyards and serving
there post-war. I found no post-war photographs of these two appliances
which would in the usual course of events have been expected to serve for up
to 15 years.
The only RN operations on-going after the Armistice of 11 November 1918
were against the new Russian Bolshevik Government with deployments to the
White Sea, Black Sea, Far East, Caspian and Baltic. Perhaps it was one of
these operations which was the intended use for these two machines whose
appearance suggests they were to be deployed to ‘the field’ rather than in a
naval base. The detailed histories which are available suggest it is extremely
unlikely the Black Sea, Baltic, Caspian or Far East were the intended destination for the appliances, that leaves North Russia as the likely candidate.
The wording ‘33 –Admiralty’ does not relate to a UK Admiralty Division /
Department or Branch. There might be a possibility these were for an overseas
customer. There was nothing in the records or photograph archives to support
this and Leyland had sold no fire engines to any overseas customer up to 1919
apart from Shanghai, Calcutta and Hobart. Nothing is recorded in the Register
of Company Seals at Leyland where there are sometime entries regarding special orders. This was as I say the first order for a Leyland fire engine made by
any Admiralty.

At Archangelsk in N. Russia by the Winter of 1918 a vast amount of munitions, armaments, stores and food had been stockpiled by the British and
French. This material had built-up during 1917 and remained there over the
Winter, Archangelsk being iced–in until the summer thaw in 1918. It was intended to support the Russians who even after the March and October 1917
revolutions were still technically on the Allied side. That all changed with the
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk which saw Russia sign a peace treaty with Germany
on 3rd March 1918. Under the Treaty Russia gave-up nearly half of its European Territory. Russian Poland , Lithuania and part of Latvia being ceded to
Germany and Austria. White Ukraine, Finland, Estonia and the rest of
Latvia became ‘independent’ states under German ‘protection. There was now
a real threat that German forces would be able to take-over the Allied stockpiles at Arkhangelsk.
The best assessment I can offer for the reason these two Leyland’s were ordered is they were to support the Allied Intervention Force. The acres of material, munitions etc. posed a massive fire hazard and as the Bolshevicks were
now an enemy the local Russian Brigades allegiances ie: pro-western
“Whites” or pro-soviet “Reds” would not be known, so it would have been
prudent to take your own fire appliances with you. This would require a degree of secrecy so as not to broadcast the operation to the Bolshevicks or the
Germans, hence the confusing ‘33-Admiralty’ signs. The austere conditions
would account for the dull finish to the radiator and bell, the tracked tyres
would be needed on unpaved roads.
In March 1918, the first British Forces had landed at Murmansk and once the
ice melted in the White Sea Royal Marines and Army units including Canadian’s, moved on to Arkhangelsk. They were entitled the North Russia Expeditionary Force (NREF): initially the hope was that much of the stocks of
material could be back-loaded and brought home. Large quantities it was discovered had been carried-off by the Bolshevicks before the British reached
Arkhangelsk. Once Germany surrendered in November the strategic reason to
remain ie: to deny them access to the stocks had gone. The British stayed and
ended up fighting the Bolshevicks alongside “White” Russian forces they did
not finally withdraw until October 1919. Indeed the secrecy around this unpopular, with the troops, intervention extended to the two main elements of
the NREF being given code names so as to try and hide their purpose ‘Syren
Force’ for Murmansk and ‘Elope Force’ for Arokhangelsk.
If the Leyland’s were taken-out there along with several hundred other vehicles, including several tanks, what became of them? I found no trace in any
records in the UK nor on-line in Russia, but is it is feasible they were either
destroyed before the British withdrew or else fell into Bolshevik hands?

Perhaps we will never know, unless one of your readers has more information
on these machines?
Reference
(1) Since published as ‘ Their Lordships Brigades’
Simon Ryan M I Fire E Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service Heritage
Fire Service Preservation Group
Anniversary Show, 21& 22 July 2011
@ British Motor British Motor Museum , Banbury Road, Gaydon,
Warwickshire, CV35 0BJ
The FSPG would like to invite you to come and
help us celebrate our 50th Anniversary at our Show at the
fabulous British Motor Museum Gaydon, Warwickshire. We
are welcoming entries from, Fire Engines, Ambulances and Rescue Vehicles,
collections, displays etc. In addition to this wonderful museum, exhibitors will
be able to camp/ caravan on site from Thursday evening to Sunday evening. We
are hoping for a collection of over 200 fire engines and emergency vehicles.
The site has two lakes which will be utilised for pumping displays and numerous fire fighting displays from the 1700's to the 1900's will take place in the
arena throughout each day. If you are interested in exhibiting at our 50th Anniversary Show please get in touch with me in the first instance.
Brian P King, European Liaison Officer.
brian.p.king@btinternet.com tel 01347 811532, mob 07749 011355
50th

The Paper Trail (Heritage) Fire Brigade

A weekend away at the steam and country show/rally with the vintage fire
engines. A Member’s Recollections

The weekend actually starts some time before hand with the planning of the
logistics relating to getting the people where they want to be along with
vehicles, equipment, food accommodation and liaison with the event organisers.
Whilst the brigade take pride in ensuring the vehicles on show are looking their
best for the public and are in the best working order they can be. The equipment
and past firefighting knowledge is used to best advantage to help the organisers
of the show solve one of their trickiest problems which is keeping the many
steam engines supplied with water, along with any animals that may be on show
such as heavy horses. Should a traction engine run out of water whilst in steam
this can be disastrous, at worst a major boiler explosion or catastrophic mechanical damage to the engine.
A large show can have anything up to sixty to eighty traction engines, numerous
stationery engines static displays such as saws, stone crushers, or combined
harvesters along with the simple things such as water buts for fire safety, or
brigade members’ vintage motor cycles or cars to go on display.
Thursday evening is the first visit to site to establish the accommodation plot
where caravans are parked, tents pitched and the catering area established for
the open air catering for brigade members who are taking part.
Friday afternoon and evening sees those who are staying over taking up residence. The principle reason some members stay is to ensure as much as possible
the security of the brigade’s vehicles left on site and undertake the catering for
brigade members who visit. They are also available to deliver water, as many
traction engine drivers arrive on site during the evening or early morning after
travelling to site from home, and on the days of the show many engines are fired
up quite early ready to be in steam for the day.
On Friday evening once things are sorted out and the evening meal is out of the
way it is sometimes necessary to pay a visit to the beer tent to find out what is
on offer and to renew old acquaintances before retiring to the accommodations
for a night cap and discussions to ensure everything is in place.

Saturday morning sees things coming to life. Some members have to return
home for overtime at work, others who have not stayed over, come to work on
the water tanker which goes out and about early. The catering crew prepare to
feed the residents and the brigade day-visitors who bring the last of the vehicles
to take part in the day’s activities.
Whilst this may seem a managerial nightmare years of practice and an outstanding willingness for everyone to do their bit, sees a well-oiled machine begin to
purr.
Members take on jobs purchasing the food preparing and cooking the food even
washing up, also picking up freshly ordered bread on the way to the site from
the bakers to ensure the best quality sandwiches are available for lunch.
Over time brigade members have accumulated a fantastic amount of catering
equipment which appears in the catering area most of which is stored in “Bills
Box”. This is a prop left over from a comedy performance given at a previous
gathering when “Bill” appeared out of the box.
This box contains most everything required for mass outdoor catering such as
cups, plates, cooking pots, frying pans even washing up liquid and drying towels.
The catering area is situated under awnings with three or four five or six foot
tables usually delivered in the cab of the Green Goddess.
Traditionally breakfast is served promptly at nine o’clock whilst tea and coffee
is available for arrivals at almost any time.
The target is to feed twenty to thirty members a ‘full English’ with a choice of
as much as possible such as sausages, bacon, eggs, fried bread, sauté potatoes,
black pudding, tomatoes, beans, mushrooms even toast, all cooked over primus
or gas stoves. This is kept piping hot over an ingenious arrangement of bainmarie i.e. tanks of hot water with the food in containers ready for self-service.
Whilst there is plenty available for everyone meeting their personal preference
such as fried egg sandwich or the careful selection of choice sausages to be kept
for an individual’s cold sausage sandwich made from the ends of a crusty loaf,
presents no problems. Other than that there is usually very little left.
The public usually arrive at about ten o’clock by which time the brigade have
split up, some staying to wash up, others being by the vehicles to meet and greet
the public, others having a turn at visiting the trade stands or craft exhibits and
of course the water tanker is away on its important rounds. This continues on a
rotating basis through the day.
During the day the event organisers require that every vehicle exhibited takes a
turn in the main arena usually within a group such as commercial vehicles,
vintage cars or motor cycles, tractors or traction engines etc.
This is when all fire engines are crewed up by everyone and wearing appropriate uniform. The vintage Dennis Ace presenting exceptionally well with riders
wearing traditional six button tunics, axe and belt topped off with brass helmets.

Drivers are usually interviewed over the public address system to give the
public as much information as possible about their vehicles and presenting
popular photo opportunities.
The event being held on private land often gives the very inexperienced drivers
a chance to practice their driving skills within the arena, although it has been
known for varying degrees of shock to be experienced when a driver having a
go for the first time in say the HGV tanker, has to share the arena with a tank
and ten other heavy good vehicles. Usually everything ends well with a good
story to tell colleagues at work the next week.
Tea breaks are essential and catered for and lunch is usually sandwiches of
choice accompanied by homemade cake (gin and tonic flavoured being a recent
favourite).
When the public go home the last deliveries of water must be made as some
traction engine drivers like to take their engines to a local pub for a social visit.
The members who are staying on site sit down to a well-earned evening meal.
When all is tidied up a further visit to the beer tent is made when traditionally a
festival atmosphere is in full swing i.e. a live band with one or two fairground
traction engines complete with their usual fantastic array of lights are parked
outside.
When the social commitments have been met at a reasonably early time the
group return to the accommodation for night caps (fine wine, sausage rolls etc.)
and discussions to put the world in general to right or discuss important brigade
matters.
There is little point in trying to sleep as the band plays on until midnight.
Early Sunday morning sees a repeat of the previous day’s activities with the end
of the afternoon being particularly busy as the traction engines need lots of
water to prepare them for the journey home.
When everything is packed up it is returned to home base and over the next few
days or weeks things are got ready for the next event.
Whilst this may be seen by the sceptical as not a perfect weekend away, every
event sees different requirements, challenges etc. It is the sort of event that
many would not miss for the world and gives the heritage fire brigade a purpose
for their activities and a number of events would not function as well as they do
without the activities of the “Fire Boys”

Peter Rathbone The Paper Trail (Heritage) Fire Brigade. June 2016

Kettering Co-operative Clothing Society Fire Brigade

Kettering Museum and Art Gallery recently held an exhibition about
the Kettering Industrial Co-operative Society. When we visited we noticed some photographs of the Society’s fire brigade and went on to
research a little more about it. Additional information came from the
Kettering Industrial Co-operative Society Magazines from 1910 to
1930.
The Kettering Co-operative Clothing Society, later known as Kaycee, was
formed in 1893. It was part of Kettering Industrial Co-operative Society,
which had been founded in 1865. KICS had numerous departments and was a
major employer in the town. The Kaycee factory alone had 2000 employees.
The KCCS Fire Brigade was established soon after the factory opened. There
were 12 men and two officers.

The earliest record of the brigade in the KICS magazine was in July 1910.
They came second in the National Fire Brigades Union, North Eastern District
hose cart competition for the Lilford Silver Challenge Trophy held in June that
year at Belvoir Castle. They lost to Market Harborough by one fifth of a second. Kettering CCS had a second deducted from their time because of a loose
hose, had this not occurred they would have been joint winners. Later at a reception in Market Harborough the Kettering team were congratulated on the
sportsmanlike way in which they had accepted their defeat.
In September 1913 Fireman W. Brown was the winner of the One Man Drill
competition at Leicester. The competition was open to brigades throughout
England and he was one of 52 competitors. By 1916 the brigade was said to
have become well respected in the competition field. In 1921 they won the
North Eastern Challenge Cup, making a total of four first and five second prizes that year. They won the Lilford Trophy in competition against twenty other
brigades and this took them through to the National Contest for four-man hose
carts. The Lilford Trophy is now in the NFBU collection at the Museum of
RAF Firefighting.
During the annual Co-operators’ Days held at Wicksteed Park, Kettering, the
fire brigade assisted in maintaining order during the processions, displays and
competitions. It is not recorded whether they helped with the baby shows!
Two of the officers of the brigade held various appointments at district and
national level. In 1924 Chief Officer W. Dyson was appointed Chairman of
North Eastern District of the NFBA and was on the Central Council of the
Ambulance section of the Fire Brigade Association. Also in 1924 Second Officer Goodman was appointed Honorary Secretary to the Death Levy Fund for
the North Eastern District and as a member of the committee of the Widow
and Orphans’ Fund. Both men served in the KCCS brigade for over twenty
years.
In the Second World War the brigade worked closely with the town brigade to
protect lives and property and the town brigade provided them with training.
A training certificate for one of the fireman, dated 19 October 1940, was on
display at the Kettering Museum and Art Gallery exhibition together with a
photograph of what is thought to be the Kaycee Women’s Auxiliary Fire
Service. The Kaycee factory closed in February 1975 but I do not know if it
still had a brigade by that time.
Janice Morris
The Fire Mark Circle
With thanks to Karen Adhemar from Kettering Museum and Art Gallery for
her assistance in the research for the article.

New Fire Station Clock
Since the FHN UK 2017 meeting at Whitewebbs Transport Museum in October volunteers have installed a new clock on the fire station.

A few dates for you diary
July 21 & 22 Fire Service Preservation
Group 50th Anniversary Show
Sept 8 & 9 Scottish Fire Heritage Centre & Museum. Inverclyde Doors Open
Day
October 28 National Emergency Services Museum Memorabilia sale
A search through all members websites
has revealed only these four events.

Obituary - George Andrew Dunlop Wisbech’s Fire Engine Man
George died on 2 April 2018. He was known to members of the FHNUK for
his tireless efforts to restore Wisbech’s historic fire appliance, ‘Vivien’, and to
bring heritage to life. This was by no means his only interest He contributed to
the community of his home town of Wisbech in many ways. He was Chairman
of Wisbech Talking Newspaper for the Blind for many years. He would canvas the local supermarkets for mince pie donations for the Christmas Market.
He would get contributions for the St George’s Day Dragon Hunt and be involved with the Rose Fair. Wisbech’s Deputy Town Clerk, Susanah Farmer
said ‘If there was an event in the town then George would always be asking
what he could do to help.’ Manger of the Horsefair Shopping Centre, Kevin
Smith, echoed her comments and said that George was a key part of town centre events.
From 2003-17 ‘Vivien’ took part in the Wisbech Rose Fair Carnival Parades.
She took part in three London to Brighton Road Runs and two Trans Pennine
Runs from Middleton to Harrogate. In both of these and the 2003 Wisbech
and District Historic Vehicle Club and the 2006 Manea Gala 50th Anniversary
rallies she won awards, often as Best in Show.
Bob Wright FHNUK Membership Secretary and Scottish Fire Heritage Group
Chairman has written a tribute to George:
George was born on the 9th April 1940 in Wisbech and when 16 years old he
started work and served a total of 40 years in the electrical and television
trade, he then went into business and retired after 12 years.
George also had a great interest in the fire service. It had been his ambition to
join the brigade and follow in his father and uncle's footsteps, but unfortunately his eyesight was not to the required standard. As a youngster George would
often follow the town's fire appliances on his bike which would at times result
in a severe rebuke from his father!
It had also been an ambition of George to own Wisbech's 1931 Leyland 'Lioness' pump escape named Vivien in honour of the town's Mayoress Mrs J. W.
A. Wilson. In 1963 Vivien was sold to the Enfield Historic Vehicle Society
for the princely sum of £135 and after many years ownership passed to John
and Diane Hughes of Settle, Yorkshire. George and the Hughes became good
friends and even entered into a 'Gentleman's Agreement' whereby if they ever
sold Vivien, George would be offered the appliance first.
In 1999 a letter, which George recalls as coming quite out of the blue, asked if
he wished to buy Vivien, fortunately George's wife Gill knew the family connection and what it would mean to George to buy this piece of Wisbech's firefighting heritage. The deal was done and Vivien was restored over the next

three and a half years by six colleagues who then formed the Vivien Fire Engine Trust, now a registered charity.
In addition to his work with Vivien, George had a special relationship with
Wisbech Fire Station and had been president of their social club for over 25
years. He was also a civilian representative through Cambridgeshire Fire and
Rescue Service, of the Fire Service National Benevolent Fund which he raised
funds for over many years. He was awarded a Certificate of Excellence by
Cambridgeshire’s Chief fire Officer in 2012 for his dedicated work for the
Fire Service. George was also a member of the Fire Service Preservation
Group, The Fire Brigade Society and the Fire Heritage Network UK.
I have known George for many years and found him to be a very warm,
friendly and knowledgeable individual. Jackie and I have become firm friends
with George and Gill would socialise with them when George was visiting his
relations north of the border.
At the last Annual General Meeting of the Fire Heritage Network UK, George
presented me with his latest book, The History of Vivien. This book is the
most accurate and concise account of the history and subsequent preservation
of a fire appliance that I have ever read, George's attention to detail is wonderful and his book will serve as a lasting reminder to a friend now passed.
Malcom Haines, Member of the Vivien Trust, said ‘In losing George I think
we’ve lost a legend, many men would have given up the struggle, he didn’t.
George wanted to ‘share’ the vehicle with the public at large; it was his view
that she ought to be in a museum and not shut away in a garage. To this end he
had already located a plot of land and achieved outline planning permission
for the building. The Trust fervently hope that we can still proceed with the
project as a testament to his memory’.

Farewell
George

