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Editorial
Another bumper issue but with room to include a proper editorial. We
had to hold seven articles over from the May edition so they are included in this edition. This leaves us with only one article for the January
2020 edition so please let us have your submissions by December 1st
2019. We have tried to number the pages but the programme we are
using starts with a number on the front page which we think detracts
from the cover layout .
Phil and Janice Morris
AGM and Seminar
This will be held in Norfolk on the weekend of October 18th to 20th.
The meeting will hosted by the Norfolk Fire Museum, visiting RAF
Coltishall and Stalham Fire House. If you have not yet received the
booking form please contact Bob Bonner.
The Vivien Fire Engine Trust
The Vivien Fire Engine Trust receiving the Freedom of the Town of
Wisbech from the Mayor of Wisbech, January 2019. From left to right
Heather, Gill and Fraser Dunlop

Bob Wright FHNUK Membership Secretary

From The Basement
Museum Volunteers had
to empty the basement at
the Museum of Fire in
November 2016, after the
former Headquarters of
Lothian and Borders Fire
and Rescue Service at
Lauriston Place, Edinburgh was sold.

Among the hundreds of items removed from the basement and put in
storage we discovered most of the metal parts of an 1861 Shand &
Mason 7 inch Manual Pump. We can only assume that the wooden parts
of the pump were in such poor condition that they were beyond saving
and we cannot find one 7 inch barrel, blank caps and four bolts !
We also found one 40 foot length of two and a half inch leather hose
and one 10 foot length of 3 inch suction hose which fit the pump. These
hose, along with the fore carriage, back axle and levers, await conservation. The pump body has been sand blasted, etch primed and coats of
enamel paint applied.

A plate on the director (branch) states that it was made by James Dove
& Co. Fire Engine Makers and Hydraulic Engineers, Edinburgh.
We are considering whether to display the pump beside the 1824 Tilley
in the new Museum to show the workings of a manual pump.
Suggestions from manual pump experts on how to show the workings to
better effect are most welcome. (a.george.gray@gmail.com)
Equipment Maintenance : Alistair MacDonald and Bob McKay.
Photography : John Walker.
George Gray Museum of Fire - Edinburgh
New Member
The Yorkshire and Lancashire Emergency Vehicle Group have joined
the Network. Their representative is Brian King whose details are listed
in the Membership Directory under the Leeds Eastern Fire Heritage
What Is It?
Last summer member Roger Pickett, Essex Fire Museum and his wife
Gill spent a superb weekend participating in the Severn Valley Railway
1940’s weekend. Whilst having a wander around Bridgnorth Roger,as
you would expect, found the old fire station. (We are all guilty of hunting down these places!) He noticed the odd feature located on the side
of the building …. can anyone explain what this metalwork’s purpose
was?

Bridgnorth’s former Fire Station

INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE NETWORKS
A new national structure of Industrial Heritage networks is now in
operation which has replaced the previous support arrangements
whereby local industrial heritage workshops were run by Museum
Development Officers in some of the regions. The new organisation is based at the Ironbridge Gorge Museum in Shropshire and
membership is open to all industrial heritage sites and related
organisations in England.
The Networks are organised on a regional basis with eight groups
operating at present and a further three scheduled to start this
year. Membership is free and each regional group will arrange two
events per year covering various topics. Its aim is to improve skills
and knowledge, promote partnership working and facilitating communication links with like-minded groups – very much like FHNUK
does for the fire sector.
Although aimed particularly at industrial sites, such as mines,
factories, mills and the like, membership is also open to related
museums and groups, where there is heritage machinery in its
broadest sense and already includes a number of transport and
fire museums.
The IHNs are supported by Historic England, the Association for
Industrial Archaeology and the Association of Independent Museums.
For further information on the Networks and to find your local
regional contact, visit: https://industrialheritagenetworks.com

The Chartered Insurance Institute Fire Mark Collection
In November 2018 the fire mark collection at the Chartered Insurance
Institute, London was taken down when the building was sold. The
collection of 1500 marks had been in existence for over eighty years
and had been under the care of the Fire Mark Circle. It was put into
storage in the hope a home could be found for it in its entirety.
Amongst those approached with a view to taking the collection were
members of Fire Heritage Network UK, but no suitable museum
premises could be found. It was eventually decided that most of the
collection would be auctioned.
In early June 2019 FHNUK members Alan House, Garry Wragg and
Derek Stevens responded to the request for volunteers to help four FMC
members remove the marks from the display panels, label and package
them ready for auction. The auction will take place at the Special
Auction Services salerooms in Newbury, Berks Tuesday 12 November.
For details see www.specialauctionservices.com. The money raised will
be given to charity by the Chartered Insurance Institute.
Some marks will be sent to the Museum of Fire, Edinburgh and Kent
Firefighting Museum, but the remaining 350 British fire marks still in
store need to be housed as an entire collection.
The FMC is grateful for the support given by FHNUK during this
process which otherwise would have taken far longer to complete.
Janice Morris The Fire Mark Circle

Alan,Gary & Derek removing the
fire marks

Gary in discussion with SAS
Director Hugo Marsh

George Arthur Roberts BEM MSM 1890-1970
The first black World War One Soldier and World War Two Fireman
George was born in Trinidad and trained as
an electrician. When WW1 broke out he
travelled to England and joined the Middlesex Regiment as a rifleman. He fought
and was wounded in the battle of Loos and
the battle of the Somme and in the Dardanelles. Standing at 6 foot- 2 inches he had
the ability to throw a hand grenade 74
yards and became known as the “coconut
bomber” as he had thrown coconuts long
distances as a child. It was during this time
that he was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal (MSM). After WW1 he lived in
Peckham and then in Camberwell where he
lived for 50 years.
In 1931 he was a founder member of the League of Coloured People,
an influential Civil Rights organisation in its day to take care of the
needs of Britain’s black community. He founded his local branch of the
Royal British Legion and campaigned on behalf of the “National
Federation of Discharged and Demobilised Sailors and Soldiers “. He
joined the Auxiliary Fire Service in 1938 and was based at New Cross
Fire Station. He was promoted to Section Leader in 1943 and awarded
the British Empire Medal in the King’s 1944 Birthday Honours for
general duties at New Cross Fire Station and for his part in founding
“Discussion and Education Groups of the Fire Service throughout
WWII”. Thousands would turn up at their local fire stations in this
Government backed effort at consciousness raising. In 1941 he was
painted by fireman artist Norman Hepple. George died in 1970 and in
2016 a Blue Plaque was erected at his former home in at the Lewis
Trust Dwellings in Warner Road, Camberwell. The ceremony was
attended by family and politicians including Harriet Harman, the Mayor
of Southwark and the Acting High Commissioner of Trinidad with
firefighters forming a guard of honour. A Red Plaque was unveiled by
London Fire Brigade at New Cross Fire Station in 2018.

The Blue Plaque reads “George A. Roberts 1890 to 1970 First World
War soldier, Second World War fireman, West Indian Community
Leader. Lived here 1923 to 1970. Voted by the people.
The Red Plaque reads George A. Roberts BEM 1890 to 1970 First
World War soldier, Second World War Leading Fireman, West Indian
Community Leader, Worked here from 1939.
George is to feature in the Imperial War Museums Home Front Gallery
in 2020.
Norman Hepple was a renowned artist who painted the Queen three
times. He joined the AFS and was a fireman artist. The painting of
George is in the possession of Norman Hepple’s family and a copy is in
New Cross Fire Station.
This article is based on a press cutting from William H. Parsons and
forwarded by Roy Rice - The Rice Manual Fire Engine Collection.
Acknowledgements Samatha Harding- Great granddaughter who gave
permission to use photograph of her with a copy of the painting.
The Life and Legacy of George Arthur Roberts
www.georgearthurroberts.com
Photograph of George is in the personal collection of his granddaughter
Angela McKenzie-Johnson.
Stephen Bourne-Southwark historian
Samatha Harding
George’s great granddaughter with the
Norman Hepple
portrait

Phil Morris
The Fire Mark Circle

Boston Fire Horses
Left to right
Engine 25
Officers Trap
Ladder 14
Ladder Co 8
Unknown
The move from horse drawn to motorised fire appliances is not always
that well documented. Whilst investigating the effects of the Great War
on large fire brigades and then American fire departments I discovered
an archive of documents relating to Boston, Massachusetts including
copies of their Fire Department Annual Reports. Details show the growth
of Boston and it's fire fighting forces. The construction of new fire
houses, increase in fire alarm points and the introduction of new
apparatus all figure in the paperwork. They also map the transition from
horse power to motors. This started slowly but by 1912 it was agreed to
phase out horses gradually and on October 8 1923, Buster, Jim and Dan
pulled Ladder Company 24's horse drawn ladder wagon for the very last
time, so ending a long tradition with the Fire Department.
Dan, Buster and Jim were the last but thanks to the annual reports prove
to have been just three out of many. In 1896, the department had 387
horses available but by 1900 the number had dropped slightly to 358.
The department ran steamers, hose trucks, water towers and ladder
Companies, all horse pulled, plus numerous officers carriages and repair
vehicles. 1910 saw the veterinary services caring for 408 equine
casualties; during the year 52 horses had been purchased, 27 sold or
exchanged. Unfortunately 3 died in service, 3 were killed on active
service whist 3 more had to be destroyed. A year later in 1911 we find
the Veterinary Services comprised one Surgeon paid $2,000 per
annum, one Captain, assistant to the Veterinary Surgeon at $1,600, three
Hostlers paid $2.25 per day, one full time Horseshoer and one
temporary Horseshoer both paid $3 per day. Spelling is from the report!

A Boston Steamer

In the annual report for 1912, it shows the department now running
with 415 horses, exactly the same as the previous year. Horse shoeing
cost Boston $18,410.99 with an additional cost of $618 paid for extra
horse hire when required. However the Veterinary Surgeon, Daniel P.
Keogh, MDV, whilst saying most of the horses under his department’s
care were in excellent condition bemoaned the treatment of his charges
based in rural areas, especially those used to pull ladder companies who
had longer runs than normal. He suggested drivers showed more
consideration when going up and down the many hills in those rural
areas! Daniel's next report of interest is for 1914 when he stated his
Department had attended 950 equine calls. Within the Department's
own Veterinary Hospital 350 horses received inpatient treatment,
whilst 312 were treated within their own stations’ quarters. Additionally
388 calls were made for medication. He further indicated that by
February 1st 1915 due to the introduction of more motors his team now
only looked after 343 horses.
Later in the First World War years Daniel's statements indicate from
274 available fire horses in 1917 a gradual decline occurred until in
1922 he shows only 112 remaining. In October 1923 the final three,
Buster, Dan and Jim ran their last call with Ladder Company 24. Horses
were for decades the life blood of the Boston Fire Department and
thanks to photographs and archives their exploits and history can still be
told.
Nigel Crompton MA(British History-First World War Studies)
FHN UK Committee Member

Fire On Board The Shannon Steamer In Catwater
December 12 1846

We regret to state that the Shannon steamer, belonging to the British and
Irish Steam Packet Company, was discovered to be on fire on the
morning of Saturday, the 5th inst. About 5 o’clock, while lying at her
moorings in Catwater, Plymouth, having arrived in harbour, from
London, about three hours before, with a valuable general cargo, and
about 120 passengers. The fire, it is said, was first discovered by a
waterman alongside, who, observing smoke issuing from the after part
of the vessel, gave an alarm, and the most active means were taken to
suppress the devastating element; - and while Capt. Moffatt, his crew,
and persons in the immediate neighbourhood, were using every possible
exertion, intelligence was conveyed to Plymouth, and further aid was
immediately dispatched. The County fire engine was first on the spot,
having been dispatched with four horses, and was in full play on the
vessel, from a barge in which it had been shipped, for sometime before
any other engine arrived. The West of England was next, having been
also taken out by land; this powerful machine was soon shipped on
board a barge, and commenced operations on the steamer. The Custom
House engine was shipped from the Barbican in a barge and conveyed
by water, and for several hours’ columns of water were thrown into the
vessel from these engines, for although no flames were visible, it was
clear that a large body of fire must be smouldering under the goods,
from the vast volumes of smoke which were incessantly issuing from
the cabins and after-hold.

We should observe that about an hour after the alarm of fire had been
given, Capt. Moffatt cast off the vessel from her moorings alongside the
hulk, and ran her on the beach, near Mr. Hill’s shipbuilding yard,
Catdown, and about 7 o’clock she was scuttled. The passengers were
landed without much difficulty, and all got safe on terra firma, though
many were greatly frightened when the alarm was given. Most of them
rushed to the sides of the vessel with such eagerness that two women
fell into the water, and with some difficulty were rescued by a seaman
passenger named Thirsty, lately paid off at Woolwich from Her
Majesty’s steamer Avon. A foolish report, that there was gunpowder on
board, operated so forcibly on the mind of an elderly gentleman named
Bennett that, although very ill, the crew was compelled, by his
importunities, to convey him immediately on board the coal hulk alongside. Most of the cabin berths were occupied. The two young ladies,
named Fagan, who were going to Ireland, escaped in their nightdresses.
Mrs. Jarrett, an elderly lady, was carried into the hulk alongside. Her
husband, a captain in the army, incurred great risk; being advanced in
life, and rather deaf, he lay in his berth, unconscious of his perilous
position, and was rescued by the intrepidity of Captain Gennys, RN.
who rushed through the danger and brought him on deck. The wife of
the assistant-surgeon of Her Majesty’s brig Recruit escaped from one
danger to encounter another. The only ladder in use, that, on the starboard side, was deficient one step in the middle, and this lady in the
hurry fell through the aperture, but was speedily taken out of the water
and conveyed to Catdown. Another lady walked right off the gangway
at the head of the ladder. Two other ladies are said to have fallen overboard, and these casualties gave rise to reports that some lives were lost,
which, we are happy to say, is not the case.
A woman named Miner, became the mother of a boy on board the
Shannon, prior to the ship’s arrival at Southampton – an event for which
she was totally unprepared. Her wants were, however, well supplied by
the other female passengers, and she is now with her friends at
Plymouth. Her husband left her, with two other children, before the
discovery of the fire on Saturday morning, but fortunately was not
found far from the ship when the alarm was given, and returning
immediately conveyed them to shore.

The Mayor, T.H. Bulteel, Esq, Lieutenant Holman, and a strong body of
the Plymouth Police, arrived shortly after 7 o’clock, and continued on
duty till nearly four o’clock in the evening.
Col.Barlow, Adjutant Blundon, and a party of the 14th Regt. From the
Citadel, were also on the spot early in the morning, and rendered most
efficient assistance, continuing there until nearly five in the evening.
The Royal Marine engine, with a numerous force from that valuable
corps, was in attendance early in the morning, and continued on the spot
until their services were no longer required.
About 11 o’clock a powerful engine from the Dockyard, with an
efficient body of Police, from that establishment, arrived, and the engine
being placed near the bows of the Shannon, the hose was conveyed on
board, and was soon brought into play. By this time very little fire had
been seen, but the smoke had increased, and no one could venture into
the hold or cabins.
Between 11 and 12 o’clock, several boats arrived from H.M.S. Queen,
the launch having one of the Hearle’s patent engines on board; and the
blue jackets, who were under the direction of Lieuts. Dixon and H.T.
Veitch, soon got on board and lent the most effectual aid.
About one o’clock the Government Floating Fire Engine from Hamoaze
was brought down, and though the fire was then nearly got under, it was
set to work, fifty seamen pumping, and the body of water thrown by this
extraordinary engine was such that the remainder of the fire was soon
extinguished.
Lieut. Cornish, of the Preventive station, and his boat’s crew were early
on the spot, and they deserve much credit for their exertions; great
praise is also due to the officers above named, and to every one that
assisted; but particular notice deservedly falls on the indefatigable
conduct of Mr. T. Shaw, chief officer of the American barque
Columbus, lying in Mr. Hill’s yard. Mr. Shaw was to be seen in every
direction where the skill of a seaman or the efforts of a bold spirit were
required, and, by his untiring exertions, rendered valuable assistance to
the owners of the Shannon. Very little of the effects, carried into the
after cabins by the passengers, were saved. The fore cabin and deck
passengers did not lose any of their luggage. There was a staff-sergeant
on board, belonging to head-quarters at Dublin, one artillery-man, two
riflemen, one belonging to the 13th Light Infantry, two of the 27th, four

of the 40th, two of the 60th, two of the 61st, four of the 68th, three of the
9th Regiment, and one deserter of the 7th Hussars. Nearly all the goods
in the fore hold, the principal part of which belonged to persons in
these towns, were saved without being damaged; but the property in the
after hold was greatly injured.
On Saturday night, on the fall of the tide, the scuttle holes in the ship’s
side were plugged and caulked, and the vessel made sufficiently tight,
under the direction of Mr. Hill, shipbuilder, to allow of her being
hauled off from the beach, and she is now afloat, and all the goods are
out of her. Amongst the cargo was £7000 of silver pieces for the Bank
of Ireland.
Several beams between her engine-room and stern are destroyed, and
her saloon presents, by its charred, broken, and desolate appearance, a
sad contrast to that which it bore when, with its numerous and
contented occupants, it left Southampton. The fire seems to have
commenced under the spiral cabin staircase, where two of her crew
narrowly escaped destruction when removing the plate and other
valuables from the steward’s pantry, as the cabin deck in this place
gave way under their feet, and they with difficulty saved their lives.
The origin of the fire remains unknown. Some of the passengers affirm
that it first smelt like burning cotton. The contents of the cargo are
various, comprising bales and boxes of all descriptions, cotton, crape,
shawls, silks, books, stationary, clothing, hops, spirit, wine. It is
surmised that some of the cargo ignited spontaneously shortly after
leaving Southampton on Friday, and continued smouldering until the
ship’s arrival in Catwater on Saturday morning.
Mr. Clark, the intelligent and zealous agent of the Company, was soon
on board at an early hour, superintending the landing of the goods, &c.;
and we also observed Mr. Carkeet and Mr. W. Marshall very actively
engaged with their Fire Brigades.
The passengers for Falmouth and Dublin, to the number of about 100,
proceeded for those parts on Monday afternoon, by the Duke of
Cornwall steam-packet, Captain Kempton, belonging to the same
Company.
Finbar Nolan West of England Fire Heritage Museum

The Nechells Gasworks Incident.
The
February 2019 was a significant date for Firefighters in the
West Midlands Fire Service. It marks the Centenary of the death of two
firemen in what was known at the time as the Birmingham Fire
Brigade.
The two were killed attempting to rescue two workers at Saltley Gas
Works in Nechells, Birmingham.
Station Officer Henry Moon from Lingard Street Fire Station was
killed trying to rescue the two workmen whilst Fireman Herbert Dyche
from Moseley Road Fire Station was killed attempting the rescue of his
colleague. As far as we know it is the only occasion in the history of
the British Fire Service where a Firefighter would die ‘whilst
attempting a rescue of a colleague.’
The incident, which occurred in the mid-afternoon, was caused by a
serious leak of ‘town gas’, which mainly consisted of carbon
monoxide, a poisonous, lighter than air, toxic, inflammable gas. The
gas, if breathed would attack the red blood cell corpuscles in the lungs,
causing major failure in bodily functions. It is also insidious, as a small
exposure for a long time is as serious as a strong exposure for a short
time. The danger of the gas was well known at the time.
A minor leak of the gas had been detected in the basement of the
Governor House at the works which had been temporarily sealed with
wet clay. The time of day to effect the repair was carefully chosen to
coincide with the pressure in the mains being at it’s least. Work started,
but when the wet clay was removed there was ‘a sudden and serious’
escape of gas which resulted in two workmen soon being overcome.
There were local efforts to effect rescue but the escape was too serious,
with other workmen in danger of becoming involved, so a call to
Birmingham Fire Brigade was made at 15.18 hrs.
Station Officer Moon was with the first crew to arrive and entered
using breathing apparatus and it was whilst attempting the workmen’s
rescue that he too was overcome. Soon, Dyche arrived and the Chief
Fire Officer, Alfred Tozer, was in charge of the incident.
Dyche, wearing breathing apparatus was warned about the seriousness
of the incident, but also entered. By the time he reached the three
casualties, he too was soon overcome. All further attempts at rescue
were curtailed.
26th

The gas main was finally sealed when the main outside the Governor
House was exposed, a hole drilled into it and a pig’s bladder inserted
and then inflated cutting off the flow of gas.
It was not until the late evening that the bodies were recovered and removed to the City Mortuary.
The cause of the failure of the breathing apparatus was identified, by the
Coroner, as a design fault which allowed the gas to percolate into the
helmets of the firemen. He was critical of the equipment and procedures
of the Birmingham Fire Brigade and as a result, ‘self contained’ oxygen
equipment and improved procedures were implemented whenever
breathing apparatus was used. A specific ‘Breathing Apparatus School’
was opened in Birmingham when the Central Fire Station was opened in
1935.
Station Officer
Henry Moon
Fireman
Herbert Dyche

Twelve months after the incident both Moon & Dyche were posthumously awarded the Meritorious Medal of the Professional Fire Brigades Association. The local press described the award as a ‘Fireman’s
V.C’. The medal awarded to Dyche is presently held at Highgate Fire
Station in Birmingham.
Both men received Brigade funerals, Moon was interred at a Cemetery
in Shustoke, Warwickshire. Dyche was interred in an unmarked grave
at Yardley, Birmingham. The grave remained unmarked until 1994
when Firefighters from the West Midlands Fire Service raised sufficient
funds to have a suitable Memorial put on it.
This article is an extract from ‘Moseley Road Fire Brigade Station’ by
The late John Agar a member of the W.M.F.S. Community
Heritage Group.

The Museum of RAF Firefighting
The photographs below show their new facility in Scunthorpe.
To arrange a visit please contact Steve Shirley M.B.E whose details are
in the Membership Directory

New Zealand Fire Museum Network
We are delighted to announce that Fire Heritage Network UK is now in
a formal “friendship” arrangement with our New Zealand counterparts.
British-built appliances were once plentiful in the country and UK fire
brigade practice closely followed, so we have lots in common with our
friends down under. With many Merryweather, Dennis and even Karrier
appliances still in preservation in New Zealand, this new liaison will be
mutually beneficial for fire heritage specialists in both countries.
Run by Colin Prince of the Auckland Fire Brigade Historical Society,
the NZ network is based in that city and has seven member-museum
groups so far. For further information about the Network, contact Colin
on membership@afbhs.co.nz
Bob Bonner

“LEYLAND FLEET SERIES : LEYLAND FIRE ENGINES 19091930”
ISBN 978-0-9545216-9-2
Cdr.Simon Ryan QVRM RD VR MIFireE RNR and Mike A. Sutcliffe MBC FCA
It’s been a long time coming, but the second volume in the Leyland
Society’s three-part history of that company’s fire appliance output was
certainly worth the wait. Written as a “prequel” to the 2003 edition in the
same series, penned by the late Neil Steele and covering Leyland machines from 1930 to 1942, this new volume makes the perfect companion
to the earlier one. Slightly bigger at 68 pages and – inevitably, sixteen
years on – rather more expensive, it is well worth the cover price.
The story takes us from Leyland’s unsuccessful attempts to sell a fire
engine to London in 1908, via the first completed appliance in 1909 (the
well-known Dublin Fire Brigade pump on a U.50.T chassis) and the
introduction of the FE range just after World War One, to the end of that
run in 1930. The chapters in between are packed with technical specifications, information on which brigades chose the Lancashire marque and
forays into sidelines such as Leyland’s short-lived association with the
Stanley Fire Engine Company.
The authors should both be familiar to Network readers. Mike Sutcliffe is
the acknowledged expert on early Leyland products and an active
preservationist/owner of some of their oldest models. “Our own” Simon
Ryan is better known as Director of the Merseyside Fire and Rescue
Service Heritage and Education Centre and an FHNUK stalwart. Reading
the new book it is fairly easy to deduce which paragraph was written by
which co-author; Mike’s very thorough detail about chassis and engines
nevertheless sits comfortably alongside Simon’s more fire brigade-centred descriptions of the Leyland experience, including several references
to his “pet” subjects of Liverpool Fire Brigade, the Admiralty and fire
insurance !
The book is printed on high-quality paper, 170mm x 230mm, and packed
with many previously unpublished images. A full schedule of appliances
produced during the years in question appears at the end. Highly recommended for all true enthusiasts.
Available at £14.95 from the Leyland Society Ltd, Valley Forge, 213
Castle Hill Road, Tottenhoe, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 2DA.
Bob Bonner

